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There  are  several  reasons  why  a  progressive: 
community  such  as  the  City -of  Lair  el  and  should  desire 
a  comprehensive  exposition  of  the  forces  that  have  affected 
its  past  growth  and  seemingly  insure  its  future  development. 

Such  a  presentation  is  valuable  if  only  for 
information  to  those  whom  we  induce  to  share  with  us 
this  enterprise. 

It  is  of  more  importance  to  us  already  ehgaged  in 
the  work  that  the  magnitude  of  past  accomplishments 
challenge  us  to  greater  endeavor  through  local  pride 
and  community  consciousness. 

History  is  the  handmaid  of  civilization.  Those  who 
attend  her  become  torch  bearers  to  progress.  To  the 
great  American  civilization  these  stray  gleams  are 
de  die  ate  d. 

This  book  is  more  than  a  Guide.  It  r  eve  sis  our 
historic  development  in  the  form  of  our  municipal,  civic, 
social,  and  cultural  organization;  and  points  out  our 
places  of  interest  and  entertainment. 

For  much  of  our  progress  and  well  being  we  are 
indebted  to  the  Federal  agencies,  among  them  the  Federal 
Titers’  Project  which  now  tenders  to  us  its  cooperation 
in  the  production  of  this  lakeland  Guide. 

I  am  grateful  to  all  who  have  tendered  assistance 
and  I  urge  the  wide  distribution  and  reading  of  this 
Guide  which  it  so  well  merits. 


) 


City  Manager  of  lakeland 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Publicly  maintained  information  service:  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
corner  of  Main  St*  and  Florida  Ave* 

Railroad  station:  Atlantic  Cbast  Line  Railroad  Station,  north 
side  of  Cedar  St*  ,  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  Aves* 

Airport:  Minicipal  airport  on  Lake  Parker ,  2  m,  N.  of  city  on 
Lakeland  Hills  Blvd.  National  Airline  gr  stem*  Taxi  fare 
20#  ,  time  8  min. 

Bus  Lines:  Florida  Motor  Lines,  110  W.  Main  St. 

Taxi s:  100  per  person  for  one  mile  and  100  for  each 
additional  mile* 

Traffic  Regulations:  No  umsual  traffic  laws.  Overhead 
traffic  signal  lights  at  busy  intersections.  Elsewhere  the 
movement  of  traffic  fct  intersections  is  regulated  by  surface 
signs  ‘’Stop"  and  ,,Slow,,.  Parking  time  is  regulated  by  curb 
and  street  signs*  Parking  laws  not  enforded  after  6  p.M. 
or  before  8  A,M.  or  on  Sindays.  Oak  and  peachtree  Sts. 
west  from  FLorida  Ave.  are  one-way  streets  during  school 
hours.  In  localities  where  there  are  no  sidewalks  safety 
zones  are  painted  on  the  streets  for  the  use  of  school 
children*  CAUTION. 

Street  order  and  numbering:  Florida  Ave.  ,  is  dividing  line 
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for  east  and.  west,  Main  St*  ,  is  dividing  line  for  north  and 
south.  Odd  numbers  on  right-hand  side  and  even  on  left 
hand  side  from  dividing  lines*  popping  district,  Pine  St* 
from  Florida  Ave.  (e)  to  Kentucky  Ave.  ,  Kentucky  Ave*  from 
Pine  St*  (s)  to  Lemon  St.,  and  Main  St*  from  Kentucky  Ave. 

(W)  to  FLorida  Ave. 

Amusements  and  Recreation:  One  legitimate  theater,  also  used 
for  motion  pictures:  Four  motion  picture  houses.  Municipal 
Au  ditorium* 

Tourist  Trailer  Camps:  These  camps  are  all  on  US  92, (mile ages 
from  P.0.) 

Boone  ®  s  Tburi st  Gamp ,  5*0  m*  (w) 

Hayes  Villa  Gamp,  2*5  m.  (w) 

Tennessee  Tourist  Gamp  .7  m.  (w) 

-»  tg. 

John’ s  Tourist  Park,  *7  m.  (E) 

Lake  Parker  Cabins,  1*0  m*  (E) 

Lakeland  Cottages,  2*5  m.  (e) 

League  Ball  Parks:  Adair  Athletic  Field,  1  m*  (N)  of  Main  St. 
on  Florida  Ave* 

Swimning:  Municipally  owned  poo^  in  Adair  Park,  1  m.  (N)  of 
Main  St*,  on  Massachusetts  Ave.  Lake  Bonny,  1*5  m*  (E)  of 
Florida  Ave.  on  E.  Main  £$•  Crystal  Lake,  3.5  m.  ( SE)  of 
the  city,  privately  owned* 

Tennis;  Seven  municipal  courts,  one  at  John  Gox  Grammar  School 
and  six  at  Civic  Center  (  se)  side  of  Lake  Mirror. 
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Golf;  The  Cleveland  Height  s  Golf  Coarse,  18-holes, 
municipally  owned,  2,5  m.  (s)  Fee  |l  per  day.  The 
Carpenters*  National  Home,  18-holes,  4  m.  (N)  on  Florida  Ave. 
Fee  7  5 #  per  day.  At  Civic  Center  there  are  howling  greens, 
shuf fleboard,  and  roque  courts.  At  Mann  Park  there  are 
horge^ioe  rinks,  ca£d  games  and  checkers. 

List  of  anraal  events;  Flower  Show,  ^onscred  by  Lakeland 
Woman*  s  Club  and  Garden  Club,  in  March.  Regatta  on  Lake 
Hollingsworth,  in  February, 

Publicly  Supported  Non-physical  Activities: 

Lakeland  Vocational  School.  TeaPhes  Secretarial ,  Domestic 
Science  and  Mechanical  subjects,  S^-pported  by  Fgieral  and 
County  funds  under  gni th-QHughes  Act  of  1914.  Any  person 
over  14  eligible.  (Registration  fee  $2.00  a  year) 
(Rehabilitation  classes  free) 

Public  Forum.  Held  weekly  under  auspices  of  Florida  Southern 
College.  Conference  speakers  of  National  prominence. 
(Admission  free) 

Dramatic  Institute.  Instruction  in  elocution  and  beginners 
dramatics.  For  juveniles.  Auspices  Lakeland  Recreational 
Department  and  National  Youth  Administration.  (No  fees) 

Federal  Educational  Project.  Handicraft  instruction  for 
adults  in  rural  districts,  (No  fee) 
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THE  STORY  OF  LAKELAND 
Natural  Setting 

Lakeland  (21,017  pop,)  t^oasts  of  having  the  highest 
altitude  of  any  city  in  central  Florida,  being  about  215 

.m3 

f  eet  above  sea  level# 

■^s  the  name  implies.  Lakeland  is  in  a  land  of  lakes, 
fourteen  of  which  are  within  the  city  limits#  The 
combined  area  of  Lakes  Hinter ,  Beulah,  Bonnet,  Wire ,  Mirror  , 
Morton,  Hollingsworth  and  Parker  is  34,536  acres# 

This  neat  Polk  County  metropolis  affords  a  Civic  Center 
ornate  with  concrete,  on  the  Fiores  of  Lake  Mirror,  while 
buildings  like  the  Lakeland  Ter  rape  Hotel,  the  Florida  Hotel 
and  the  Marble  Arcade,  lift  a  skyline  which  is  seen  for 
several  miles. 

A  "year  *roundH  city,  Lakeland  is  executive  headquarters 
for  the  large  fruit  packing  and  flipping  interests,  the 
phosphate  industry,  and  to  a  lesser  extent,  the  leading  mid¬ 
state  railway  center*  The  city  has  become  well  known  as 
a  tourist  center  and  each  year  attracts  many  winter  visitors. 
The  majority  of  these  are  from  inland  cities  and  farms,  and 
prefer  rolling  hills  and  fresh  water  to  ocean  and  gulf  beach 

aS  ip 

settings.  These  substantial  inlanders  planted  many  of  the 
pioneer  groves  and  their  attractive  homes  and  estates  crown 
nearby  hilltops  or  overlook  bright  waters  of  a  myriad  of  lakes 
Many  well-to-do  midd.le-agers  have  combined  their  winter 
recreations  with  prof it-paying  businesses  and  are  content 
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with  less  arduous  pursuits  than  those  featured  by  the 
livelier  resorts. 

lakeland  came  into  prominence  in  1898  as  a  site  of 
encampment  for  several  units  of  the  U.S.Army.  ±^aii  orief 
iinfcxigut  existence  followed  by  an  era  of  road  building  in 
which  the  highland  section  lead  the  state,  were  factors  that 
have  stepped  up  Lakeland*  s  population  to  21,000,  accounted 
for  tte  steady  commercial  progress,  and  are  responsible  for 
the  merited  increase  in  tourist  business.  Today,  second 
largest  of  Florida’s  inland  cities,  the  territory  of  which 
it  is  the  metropolis  has  become  the  world’s  largest  in  citrus 
production  and  supplies  more  than  half  of  the  world’s 
phosphate. 

The  presence  of  so  much  water  in  the  city  offered 
numerous  engineering  problems  in  the  planning  of  streets,  and 
many  of  these  terminate  abruptly  at  the  lakes  or  wind  around 
them.  Shores  of  lakes  which  have  influenced  the  meandering 
city  layout,  are  for  the  most  part  extensively  landscaped  or 
fringed  with  citrus  groves* 

A  distinct  division  of  the  city  park  department  keeps 
the  lakes  clean  and  attractive.  All  lake  shave  an 
approximate  maximum  depth  of  20  feet  with  outlets  preventing 
stagnant  water  and  all  pools  are  good  for  swinging. 

51  ve  of  t  he  city' s  lakes,  stocked  with  bass  finger  lings, 
are  temporarily  closed  to  fishermen,  and  all  waters  except 
Lake  Hollingsworth,  within  the  city  bar  mo  tor -prop  el  led  craft. 
But  numerous  outlying  lakes  have  no  restrictions,  and  along 
with  the  man-made  ponds  created  by  phosphate  mining,  invite 
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devotees  of  rod  and  reel* 

The  formation  of  the  lakes  makes  an  interesting  chapter 
in  the  geological  history  of  the  region.  Three  miles  east 
of  the  centerof  Lakeland  and  within  the  city  limits  is  the 
escarpment  of  an  ancient  coast  line  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Two  or  three  miles  off  shore  in  this  prehistoric  sea,  a  long 
and  narrow  island  ro^  above  the  clear*  green  waters  of  the 
Gulf.  This  island  is  now  the  Lakeland  Highland  regioh  and 
i  s  rolling  as  the  ocean  waves  that  formed  it. 

Lakes  Boney  and  Parker  on  the  east  side  of  the  city  are 
the  deeper  portions  of  the  bay,  which  became  a  coastal  lagoon 
in  the  later  period  of  emergence.  Lakes  Hunter  and  Bonnet 
on  the  west  side  are  the  remnants  of  bayous,  small  arms  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  that  reached  along  the  shore  of  that  ancient 
i  si  and. 

Lakes  Mirror,  Wire,  Beulah,  Morton,  and  Hollingsworth, 
that  lie  close  within  the  city,  and  Crystals  Holloway,  Gibson, 
and  scott  that  lie  without,  were  created  primarily  through  the 
dissolution  of  the  more  solvent  elements  in  their  limestone 
beds,  the  solutions  and  sediments  being  carried  away  through 
underground  channels. 

Lake  MisTor,  (18  acres  in  area),  is  perhaps  the  most 
scenic  lake  in  the  city.  Encompassed  by  retaining  walls, 
ornate  balustrades  and  boat  landings,  and  on  the  west  bank  an 
ar chitectural  colonnade,  Lake  Mirror  forms  a  huge  reflecting 
pool  for  the  city’s  more  pretentious  hotels,  municipal,  and 
business  buildings.  By  night,  reflecting  the  lights  that 
girdle  its  promenades  and  stream  from  the  lofty  winking  signs, 


' 


Page  9 
FEC 


it  becomes  a  sbtmmering  bowl  of  irride  scent  loveliness* 

Through  dredging  and  forme,!  landscaping,  it  has  been  converted 
into  Lakeland's  Civic  Center,  a  prize  beautification  achieve¬ 
ment;  and  a  centralized  park  providing  recreational  facilities* 
In  addition  to  being  a  thing  of  beauty,  Lake  Mirror  also 
serves  a  very  practical  purpose*  It  comprises  a  huge  radiato 
of  the  municipal  power  plant,  with  an  inteke  circulating  waiter 
through  the  engines  and  thence  discharging  it  back  into  Lake 
Mirror*  This  warm  current  proves  attractive  to  several 
small  alligators,  and  they  are  often  seen  coasting  aiound  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  pipe,  or  basking  on  the  runway  separating 
the  two  connections*  These  are  the  only  'gators  in  the  city* 
Lake  Iforton,  oval  in  shape  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
wide  is  encircled  by  a  well  kept  boulevard  which  is  bordered 
with  fine  lawns,  palms  and  flowers*  The  Lakeland  Public 
Library  occupies  a  city  square  on  the  north  margin,  the  Sorosis 
Club  building  faces  the  lake  from  the  east  and  the  Woman’ s  Club 
building  Igotn  the  northeast  margin* 

This  lovely  daeet  of  water  is  a  favorite  spot  for  sea 
gulls,  herons  and  wild  ducks  during  the  winter  season  of  the 
year.  The  faPt  that  the  lake  was  stocked  with  fingerling 
bass  in  1935,  perhaps  accounts  for  the  partiality  shown  it  by 
the  little  feathered  visitors. 

Lake  Morton  was  also  popular  with  human  anglers  for  two 
weeks  in  1937,  during  which  time  it  was  opened  f0r  fishing* 

At  the  blast  of  the  power  house  whistle  there  ensued  a  rush  to 
the  boats  comparable  to  the  frenzy  of  sailors  with  a  fire  in 
the  hold.  some  base  caugjit  weigh  more  than  six  pounds. 
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Lake  Morton  ie  of  historical  interest  also,  inasmch  as 
three  military  units  were  encamped,  here  during  the  Spanish- 
American  War. 

Lake  Beulah,  almost  identical  in  size  with  Lake  Mirror, 
lies  just  south  of  the  underpass  on  U.S.92,  It  is  encircled 
by  a  paved  driveway.  Its  chief  claim  to  fame  lies  in  the 
fact  that  it  has  been  adopted  as  a  private  preserve  of  the 
most  belligerent  swan  in  the  community,  who  stands  ready  at 
all  times  to  protect  his  rights  on  land  and  sea. 

Such  crustiness  is  probably  explained  by  the  fact  that 
he  is  the  oldest  swan  in  the  commnity  and  progenitor  of  the 
numerous  and  beautiful  brood  that  makes  the  lakes  in  the  city 
so  attractive. 

Lake  Hollingsworth  is  third  in  size  with  an  area  of 
366  acres.  Circular  in  form  with  a  diameter  of  atout  one 
mile,  it  has  long  been  the  most  popular  lake  of  the  fourteen. 
It  was  named  for  Stephen  Soiling sworth ,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  in  the  region.  A  pa,ved  driveway  extends  around 
the  lake  passing  by  some  fs>£  the  most  attractive  homes  in 
the  city. 

The  prim,  reci-brick  buildings  comprising  Southern 
College,  a  co-ed  institution  endowed  by  the  Methodist- 
Episcopal  church,  nestle  in  an  orange  grove  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Hollingsworth.  This  was  once  the  site  of  an  extensive 
Indian  village,  but  the  more  interesting  mounds  have  been 
obliterated. 

The  Lakeland  Yacht  and  Country  Club  on  the  southwest, 
with  an  18-hole  golf  course,  and  Francis  Beach  (oldest 
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pavilion  for  dancing,  swimming  and  boating)  ,  also  front  on 
the  water* 

Lake  Hollingsworth  is  the  locale  of  an  annual  Winter 
Regatta  held  each  February. 

Lake  Wire  is  a  small  circular  lake  near  to  the  center 
of  town.  It  was  first  called  '‘Israel’s  Ush”  becgu.se  a 
rambling  cow  puncher  left  a  bowl  at  the  lake  shore  for 

t. 

passing  campers.  Later  a  telegraph  lii^  to  the  Havana- 
Punta  Rassa  cable  passed  along  the  shore  and  the  name  was 
changed  to  Lake  Wire.  It  is  surround^,  by  a  driveway  which 
encircles  the  well  kept  margin  of  sod  and  palm  trees.  It 
was  on  the  east  and  north  sides  of  this  lake  that  the  colored 
U  .8.  10th  Cavalry  was  encamped  during  the  Spani  da- American 
War.  Later  they  embarked  from  Port  Tampa  for  Santiago, Cuba, 
and  unddr  tie  leadership  of  Theodore  Roosevelt  achieved  fame 
at  San  Juan  Hill.  John  J#  Pershing,  then  a  lieutenant  is 
said  to  have  been  with  this  unit  in  Lakeland  as  regimental 
quartermaster. 

Bake  Boney  or  (Banny)  ,  second  in  size,  with  an  area  of 
37  8  acres,  is  the  favorite  bathing  beach  for  local  people  as 
it  is  within  easy  walking  distance  from  residential  sections. 
The  radio  tower  of  WLAK  is  here. 

Lake  Parker  is  the  largest  lake  in  the  vicinity  and  has 
an  area  of  2082  acres.  The  overflow  reaches  the  JSulf  of 
Mexico  far  south  at  Charlotte  Harbor  through  Peace  River, 
which  seems  generally  to  mark  the  course  of  an  ancient  inter¬ 
coastal  waUerway.  The  Lakeland  airport,  accommodating  both 
land  and  waa  planes  adjoins  Lake  Parker. 


^age 
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Lake  Gibson  about  4  miles  from  Lakeland  and  outside  the 
city  limits  has  the  distinction  of  not  only  discharging  through 
a  southern  outlet  by  way  of  Peace  Riven;  but  also  has  a  stream¬ 
let  which  passes  northward  around  the  highland  region  and  joins 
the  Hillsborough  River  infcich  empties  into  Ta^pa  Bay,  This 
lake  is  a  favorite  one  with  picnickers  and  fishermen.  The 
National  Home  of  the  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America  is  on 
the  south  side  of  Lake  Gibson* 

Lake  Deeson,  east  of  Lake  Gibson  is  a  favorite  spot  fof 
bass  fishermen. 

There  are  many  other  smaller  lakes  in  vicinity  that  have 
an  individuality  of  their  very  own®  In  fact  Lakeland  with 
its  lakes  scintillating  like  millions  of  diamonds,  its  emerald 
lawns  sloping  up  to  the'  near-by  hills,  its  flowers  and  palms 
surrounding  its  lakes,  its  tree-lined  streets  and  boulevards 
forming  &ady  retreats  from  the  glare  of  the  gun,  its  parks 
beautified  by  nature  and  man  until  they  are  garden  spots  of 
loveliness,  has  a  sense  appeal  hard  to  resist. 
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HISTORY  OF  LAKELAND 

The  history  of  Lakeland  as  a  community  does  not  begin 
until  1883,  with  the  coming  of  the  railroad*  The  name 
••Lakeland"  is  said  to  have  been  first  used  by  W*  R.  King, 
an  early  settler  who  chose  the  word  as  appropriate,  placing 
it  on  the  front  gate  of  his  Lake  Bonne tt  residence®  The 
name  was  formally  adopted  on  January  1,  1885  at  the  town’s 
incorporation. 

previous  to  this  however,  there  were  some  attempts  made 
at  colonization  i  n  the  region  after  the  close  of  the  First 
Seminole  War  (1842).  Among  those  who  settled  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Lakeland  were  the  Keens,  Fitches, 

Oombees,  Holli  ngswor  ths ,  Raulersons,  Parkers,  Boneys,  Hunters, 
Sloans,  and  the  Bryants.  Some  of  the  lakes  in  the  city  were 
named  for  the  early  settlers  viz;  Lakes  Boney  (Bo  my)  ,  Hunter, 
Parker,  Morton,  and  Hollingsworth. 

Many  of  the  first  pioneers  took  their  land  and  held  it 
without  appealing  to  either  courts  or  army  —  giccessfully 
fighting  off  the  Indians  and  other  •’varmints”  time  after  time, 
but  later  between  1870  and  1880  a  great  number  filed  formal 
homestead  papers* 

Many  of  these  early  settlers  sensed  that  it  was  but  a 
matter  of  a  few  years  before  the  railroad  would  be  extended 
through  the  Lakeland  territory,  and  a  great  influx  of  settlers 

i 

poured  into  the  section* 

Among  the  newcomers  were  the  McLeods,  Stephens,  McCrary s, 
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Gulletts,  Harts,  Ballards,  Chapmans,  Trammells,  Bonakers, 
Kings,  Torrences,  Y/atsons,  DeBieuxs,  Cloughs,  Munns , Tuckers, 
Wolfs,  and  Dranes. 

The  first  voting  place  in  the  vicinity  was  at  a  little 
country  store  located  a  short  distance  north  of  Lake  Gibson. 

It  was  known  as  lied  Bug  because  of  Hie  multitude  of  the  small 
insects  that  made  life  miserable  in  the  vicinity.  The  earl;/ 
pioneers  had  an  antidote,  however ,  at  the  country  store. 
Pirst-class  rye  whiskey  was  only  50  cents  a  quart,  and  the 
folk  from  the  Socrum  and  Combee  settlements  bought  liberally 
thereof  on  Saturdays,  and  engaged  in  horse  racing,  cock 
fighting,  and  other  manly  sports. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1880,  these  settlers  had  an 
additional  thrill  when  they  learned  that  the  railroad  (which 
is  now  a  part  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  system)  was  rapidly 
extending  southward.  By  June  1883,  a  railroad  construction 
camp  was  located  on  Lake  Wire,  with  a  young  man  by  the  name 
of  Herbert  J.  Drane  in  charge.  All  of  his  laborers  were 
colored,  so  it  is  probable  that  i.Ir.  Drane  was  the  first  white 
man  to  make  his  habitation  in  thepresent  city.  £t  is  true 
that  in  the  country  contiguous  were  other  white  settlers  but 
on  this  jjartieular  tract  (original  80  acre  Munn  Survey)  there 
was  no  hum, an  habitation. 

Prom  this  start,  Mr.  Drane  became  United  States 
Congressman  in  1917  (after  serving  in  both  houses  of  the  State 
Legislature)  and  was  appointed  1  ter  to  the  Pederal  Power 
Commission  by  President  Aoosevelt. 

The  railroad  camp  soon  attracted  the  trading  instincts 
of  some  of  the  pioneers.  L.  M.  Ballard,  postmaster  and 


and  storekeeper  at  Medulla,  packed  his  baggage  aid  post  office 
fixtures  and  moved  to  Lake  7/ire  without  troubling  to  mention 
the  fact  to  the  Post  Office  Department.  This  impetuous 
action  caused  some  subsequent  embarrassment  to  all  concerned. 

On  Saturday,  December  15,  1883,  a  meeting  of  citizens 
was  called  to  name  the  new  town.  Accounts  vary  concerning 
who  named  t  ._e  town,  but  tradition  has  it  that  "Lakeland"  was 
agreed  upon  by  Bev.  P.3. McCrary,  E.  3.  Trammell,  and  Dr.  J.L. 
DeBieux.  No  one  disputes  however  that  Lakeland's  founder 
was  Abraham  G.  Munn,  a  manufacturer  from  Kentucky.  In  1881 
he  bought  and  surveyed  the  present  site  of  Lakeland. 

Later  as  Lakeland  was  establishing  itself  as  a  community, 

Mr.  Munn  felt  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  aiding  many  public 

enterprises.  He  generously  donated  the  city  block  in  the 

center  of  the  town  which  is  mown  as  Munn  Park.  (See  Points 

; 

of  Interest  page  ) 

The  first  Town  Marshal  was  Ben  Parks,  who  had  been  a  cow 
boy  either  in  Texas  or  Indian  Territory.  He  made  a  good 
Marshal.  He  was  snot  in  the  hand  by  a  Negro  desperado  in  the 
early  spriiig  of  1885  vh  en  he  called  to  the  Negro  to  halt. 
Poliowing  the  Negro,  Parks  cornered  him  in  the  "bonnets"  of 
Bonnet  Lake,  and  the  Negro  was  finally  killed  by  a  posse  of 
citizens.  This  episode  might  be  referred  to  as  the  first 
blood  shed  in  Lakeland,  although  there  had  been  a  few  minor 
disturbances  before.  In  fact  a  calaboose  was  an  early 
necessity.  It  was  called  McDermott  House  --  in  honor  of  its 
first  occupant  —  who  had,  perhaps  made  too  many  trips  to  the 
festive  town  of  Bed  Bug. 
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The  city  government  of  this  period  was  object  of 
severe  criticism  by  reason  of  an  agreement  with  the  South 
Florida  Railroad  Company#  The  agreement  provided  that 
there  should  be  no  crossing  over  the  tracks  for  a  thou,  sand 
feet  between  Kentucky  and  Missouri  avenues.  With  the 
crossing  at  Tennessee  avenue  residents  along  that  street 
were  highly  indignant. 

Lakeland,  at  the  beginning,  had  no  city  property 
whatsoever.  The  first  property  purchased  was  for  8  so- 
called  City  Hall.  The  lot  was  bought  from  the  lakeland 
Improvement  Company  and  was  at  the  comer  of  Main  street  and 
Florida  avenue,  or  at  the  site  where  the  Old  City  Hall  now 
stands.  The  price  was  aoout  $400.00  for  which  Mr.  Munn  was 
given  the  note  for  the  full  amount. 

At  a  lexer  period  when hogs  were  running  at  large 
in  the  streets  .aadHaftA . filled  “tCb.  fleas,  Mr.  Munn 

J 

mad«-^.^Tea.pec.tful  ^eman4  that  the  hogs  be  shut  up  or  the  note 
paid  in  full. 

This  ultimatum  caused  much  cont rover sy  among  the 
citizens,  and  for  a  long  time  it  appeared  that  the  hogs  would 
win  over  the  men.  However,  the  hogs  finally  disappeared, 
and  the  noxe,  like  tOiTgrellew1  s  Brook,  "ran  on  forever." 

The  note  was  eventually  paid  at  the  convenience  of  xhe  city 
government.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  fleas  had  invaded  the 
premises  of  the  Tremont  House,  (famous  for  having  the  first 
bath  tub)  and  there  was  much  scratching  among  the  tourists. 
Mr.  Munn  met  this  troublesome  problem  by  purchasing  some 
sheep  and  putting  them  in  the  Tremont  yard.  The  fleas  soon 
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found  that  they  preferred  mutton  to  "long  pig",  and  thus 
settled  the  first  serious  problem  of  the  embryo  city. 

The  first  City  Hall  was  a  very  moddst  affair.  It  was 
about  fifteen  by  twenty^five  fe  t  in  size  and  two  stories 

high.  The  walls  of  the  first  story  were  made  of  two,  by 

( ?£>L  £-0  f\ 

four  planks,  laid  flat  and  spiked  together  and^Sfi-aLed  on  the 
inside.  There  were  two  rooms,  or  cells  below;  The  upper 
story  was  the  Council  Chamber.  The  furnishings  for  this 
were  very  elaborate,  consisting  of  about  ten  unpainted  wooden 
chairs  and  a  table  which  were  probably  made  in  a  saw  mill. 

The  entrance  to  the  upper  floor  was  by  an  outside  stairway. 

One  of  the  inmates  of  the  lower  floor,  unfortunately , 
was  lousy,  and  as  these  little  Mermin  would  not  "stay  put" 
some  instinct  led  them  to  the  Council  Chamber,  upon  which  the 
Council  beat  a  hurried  retreat  and  for  sometime  thereafter  met 
in  the  back  rooms  of  various  business  houses.  On  another 
occasion  a  Negro  prisoner  conceived  the  idea  of  burning  a  hole 
in  the  wall  to  make  his  escape,  but  the  fire  got  beyond  his 
control  and  the  entire  plade  went  up  in  smoke.  Thus  the 
unwelcome  little  visitors  became  extinct. 

Comte mporaneously  with  the  founding  of  Lakeland,  a 
colony  of  Englishmen  from  the  leading  families  of  .Britain 
established  a  town  two  miles  east  of  the  center  of  Lakeland. 
This  town  was  called  Acton,  for  an  English  nord  of  that  name, 
and  P.E .War burton  was  in  charge  of  operations.  Prominent  in 
the  colony  were :  C.  E.  Garratt;  Cecil  Alleyne,  Montague 
Villi ers  and  a  uount  Bernstorff. 

Many  of  the  citizens  of  .acton  were  younger  sons  of  British 
families  who  were  known  as  "remittance  men." 
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A  town  was  lai  d  out,  there  was  a  sawmill,  two  stores, 
and  Episcopal  Church,  and  several  residences  and  for  a 
snort  vh  ile  Acton  rivaled  Lakeland  in  size. 

The  development  was  abandoned  in  time,  as  it  was  in  a 
location  at  that  time  impossible,  on  low,  swampy  lands 
between  Lake  Parker  and  Lake  honey.  All  buildings  in  the 
town  were  eventually  removed  or  destroyed. 

Luring  the  life  of  the  small  colony,  however,  the 
Englishmen,  with  their  distinctive  manners,  dress  and  hp.bits, 
and  their  love  for  hounds  and  norses,  supplied  a  picturesque 
phase  to  American  border  life. 

The  site  of  Acton  is  now  embraced  within  the  limits  of 
Lakeland. 

January  £5,  1884,  the  Louth  Florida  Bailroad  was  completed, 
the  cowcatchers  of  east  and  west  bound  trains  meeting  at  a 
point  about  six  miles  east  of  Lakeland.  Trains  ran  through 
Lakeland  at  20  to  2 o  miles  an  hour  and  this  was  just  about  as 
fast  as  an  engine  could  then  run. 

The  Lakeland  improvement  Company  then  asked  for  a  rail¬ 
road  station  to  be  constructed  at  a  point  where  the  station 
now  stands.  The  railroad  officials  made  somewhat  unreasonable 
demands  tnat  they  shcuLd  have  a  certain  number  of  town  lots 
conveyed  to  them  by  the  owners  of  the  town  site,  which  demand, 
at  the  time  was  refused,  whereupon  the  rai  iroad  company 
established  the  Lakeland  station  in  what  was  mien  called  hake 
Parker  Scruo,  {about  three  miles  east  oi  mie  city/,  and 
passengers  tor  Lake  land  had  uo  detrain  at  that  point  and 

accept  one  corn,  or  os  oi  a  commodious  station  constructed  from 
an  aDandoned  bo::  car.  A  good  friend  of  Lakeland,  name 
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unknown,  went  down  to  Lake  Parker  Scrub  one  nigh t  and  darned 
the  station  wicn  all  the  freight  therein  and  to  cne  great 
glee  of  many  citizens  oi  Lakeland  the  railroad  lost  a  lot  of 
money . 

Negotiations  were  then  again  opened  with  the  result  that 
the  Lakeland  Improvement  Company  gave  quite  a  number  of  lots 
to  the  railroad  and  constructed  the  station  at  its  own  expense 
which  was  about  $2,500.  Pile  new  station  was  a  more 
attractive  structure  than  the  railraad  was  accustomed  to 
build  at  much  larger  places,  and  to  Mr,  Munn  again  much  of  the 
credit  should  be  given. 

From  this  early  impetus  Lakeland  soon  became  the  greatest 
railroad  center  in  South  Florida  and  an  important  distribution 
and  transfer  point.  By  1893  it  had  twenty  tra.ins  arriving 
and  departing  daily.  In  later  years  it  was  the  terminus  of 
several  railroad  divisions.  Many  trainmen  purchased  homes 
in  Lakeland,  the  resulting  payroll  supporting  and  giving 
stability  to  the  growth  and  development  of  the  town. 

The  discovery  of  phosphate  deposits  along  Peace  Eiver 
in  the  years  immediately  preceding  1890  was  also  a  contributing 
factor  to  Lakeland’s  rapid  growth  at  this  time.  Hew  buildings 
were  erected  {several  of  them  brick),  and  by  1891  the  city  was 
the  only  town  in  the  state  other  than  Jacksonville  and  Tampa 
to  have  electric  lights. 

With  little  other  than  usual  hardships  of  a  new  community 
Lakeland  grew  rapidly.  In  less  than  three  years  it  had  a 
bank,  ten  stores,  three  churches  and  a  hotel  (Tremont  House). 

While' Lakeland  was  developing  as  a  modern  city  the  rich 
back  country  was  also  becoming  populated.  The  fertile  soils 
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in  the  vicinity  of  Lakeland  were  planted  to  citrus  groves 
and  truck  farms  but  ohis  period  of  agricultural  growth  was 
soon  blighted  by  the  great  freeze  of  1895.  Lakeland 
suffered  heavily  along  with  the  other  Florida  cities. 

Prom  one  standpoint  the  freeze  was  not  entirely  a 
disaster  as  numerous  farmers  enlarged  the  truck  acreage  on 
their  homesteads  and  took  up  diversified  farming. 

Lakeland  was  to  have  another  period  of  growth  in  1898 
when  the  Spanish-American  Y/ar  having  begun,  a  military 
encampment  was  established  in  Lakeland.  There  werae  6,000 
soldiers  stationed  here. 

The  1st  U.S. Cavalry,  white,  had  its  encampment  on  west 
side  of  Florida  avenue  where  Hillcrest  Drive  now  lies.  The 
10th  U.S. Cavalry,  (colored),  was  encamped  on  the  east  and 
north  side  of  Lake  Wire.  The  71st  hew  York  Infantry, 
(National  Guards)  was  between  Lime  street  and  Lake  Morton 
west  of  Massachusetts  avenue.  The  End  Massachusetts 

Infantry  (volunteers)  was  at  southwest  corner  of  Success 
avenue  and  Higgins  street. 

Many  people  resented  the  presence  of  the  10th  Cavalry 
(colored)  as  several  disturbances  occurred  during  their  stay 
here.  One  time  during  the  period  of  encampment  some  Negro 
soldiers  angered  because  they  wore  refused  accommodation  in 
a  white  barber  shop  and  at  a  white  soda  fount,  began  smashing 
windows  and  shotting  up  the  tOY/n.  Joab  Collins,  an  innocent 
bystander,  was  hilled  and  the  lives  of  others  were  imperiled. 
This  episode  resulted  in  the  Negro  soldiers  being  disarmed 
and  placed  under  guard. 
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At  the  close  of  the  Spani sh -American  War  the  city 
profited  hy  the  nation-wide  publicity  given  war  activities 
and  the  first  influx  of  tourists  arrived*  Many  of  these 
have  settled  in  Lakeland  and  made  the  city  their  permanent 
or  seasonal  home. 

lEn  1902  Park  Trammell  was  elected  mayor  of  Lakeland 
and  without  interruption  successively  held  the  offices  of 
representative,  senator,  attorney  general  and  governor  of 
Florida.  He  then  advanced  to  the  United  States  Senate  which 
office  he  vsras  holding  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  May,  1956. 

Luring  Trammell's  administration  as  mayor  there  was 
another  era  of  expansion  but  the  new  buildings  were  of  flimsy 
wood  construction  and  were  fodder  in  the  flames  of  Lakeland's' 
most  disastrous  fire,  in  the  year  1904.  Practically  a  city 
block  was  destroyed.  Other  fires  during  the  next  few  years 
destroyed  numerous  business  buildings.  All  of  these  were 
wooden  structures,  however,  near  the  heart  of  town  and  the 
fires  proved  to  be  advantageous,  in  that  the  buildings  were 
replaced  by  substantial  brick  and  stone  structures.  The 
menace  of  wooden  structures  and  the  demands  of  business  to 
accommodate  a  fast  increasing  population,  by  the  year  1912, 
developed  an  extensive  movement  to  haul  away  the  old  wooden 
shacks,  and  for  two  or  three  years  thereafter  one  might  meet 
a  building  coming  down  the  street  most  any  day.  A  number 
of  buildings  so  removed  are  still  in  use  in  other  portions  of 
the  city. 

These  fires  were  believed  to  be  incendiary  and  proved 
to  the  citizenry  the  inadequacy  of  a  "bucket  brigade"  fire 
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department.  Munn  Park  was  turned  over  to  those  who  lost 
their  homes  and  temporary  shacks  were  erected.  Even 
mercantile  establishments  that  had  lost  their  property  in 
the  fire  adopted  Munn  Park  as  temporary  headquarters* 

Lakeland  redoubled  construction  in  1905  and  the  present 
fine  w£ter  system  was  installed  in  that  year.  3y  1913, 
c|75,000  for  a  new  Post  Office  had  been  appropriated. 

Until  the  year  1913  the  best  streets  of  Lakeland  were 
of  clay.  In  that  year  the  business  district  and  a  consider¬ 
able  portion  of  the  residential  territory  was  paved  with  as 
asphalt  and  macadam.  Since  then  street  paving  lias  been 
extended  from  time  t to  time  so  that  the  city  has  now  146  miles 
of  paved  streets. 

The  first  company -of  national  Guards  in  Lakeland  was 
organized  in  November,  1914  and  a  company  was  mustered  in 
under  William  Steitz  as  Captain,  (then  on  retired  list  Troop 
G.  Illinois  National  Guard).  The  following  year  Company 
L.  saw  service  in  the  Villa  disorders  on  the  Mexican  border, 
the  first  Florida  Company  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Lakeland  again  contributed  so.i.diers  during  the  World 
War.  Hugh  Sims  17,  was  drowned  while  in  service,  at  hey 
West,  and  7/as  buried  at  Lakeland,  with  military  honors, 

August  21;  Bert  Lane  went  down  on  the  U.S.S. Tampa,  which  was 
sunk  by  a  torpedo  in  foreign  waters,  in  September;  L.  W. 
Yarnall ,  Jr.,  was  another  hero  killed  in  action  October  20; 
Woodson  Williams  died  while  in  service  in  the  Navy,  and  was 
given  a  military  funeral  in  Lakeland,  October  27;  William  E. 
Ferreand  was  also  a  Lakeland  soldier  killed  in  Prance,  The 


latter's  funeral  took  place  July  20,  1921. 

During  the  World  War  period  the  Elks  Home  was  formally 
opened,  the  Hot  ary  Club  was  organized  and  many  churches  and 
new  business  buildings  were  erected. 

In  1922  Southern  College  (previously  located  at 
Sutherland  and  destroyed  by  fire)  accepted  the  site  of  80 
acres  of  orange  grove  on  the  north  side  of  Lake  Hollingsworth, 
a  cash  subscription  of  $90,000,  and  a  donation  on  the  part  of 
the  city  of  $50,000  in  lights  and  water.  The  corner  stone 
of  the  first  bpilding  was  laid  May  25,  1922.  This  college 
has  been  a  great  factor  in  the  cultural  growth  of  Lakeland. 
(See  Points  of  Interest  page _ ). 

The  following  year  the  national  Brotherhood  of 
Carpenters  and  Joiners  selected  1,700  acres  north  of  Lakeland 
as  the  site  for  their  EQme  for  aged  and  disabled  members. 

Small  r  tracts  have  been  purchased  later.  Hive  years 
elapsed  before  the  buildin  s  were  completed,  the  grounds 
landscaped  and  all  placed  in  readiness  for  occupants.  (See 
Points  of  Interest  page  ) . 

The  growth  of  Lakeland  continued  steadily  and  reached 
its  peak  in  the  real  estaue  and  building  boom  of  1925.  Many 
buildings  were  constructed  in  both  residential  nd  business 
districts  nor  was  impulse  to  build  c  nfined  to  private 
enterprise  alone.  The  city  government  (commission-manager 
form  since  1922)  also  participated  in  the  expansion.  Cne 
outstanding  project  that  justified  every  doll  r  of  the 
$1,000,000  it  cost  was  the  Civic  Center  at  Lake  Mirror.  (See 
Points  of  Interest  page _ ). 
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For  a  period  after  the  "boom"  ,  the  growth  of  the  city 
proceeded  very  slowly  hut  in  the  business  revival  of  later 
years  many  new  homes,  streets  and  parks  were  constructed. 

In  1922,  J.  Hardin  Peterson  succeeded  H.  a.  Drane  as 
United  States  Congressman,  and  is  now  in  his  third  term  of 
office. 

The  year  1935  brought  many  improvements  to  Lakeland, 
most  of  them  through  the  cooperation  of  the  ‘Yorks  Progress 
A  dministration. 

Streets  and  schools,  were  repaired,  old  buildings 
demolished,  sewerage  systems  installed,  school  grounds 
beautified  and  many  public  buildings  constructed. 

Outstanding  structures  were  the  Lakeland  Swimm  ing  Pool 
and  the  Lakeland  Armory.'  (See  Points  of  Interest  page _ ). 

In  addition  to  all  these,  the  .P.A.  in  cooperation  with 
the  municipality  has  constructed  an  airport  second  to  no 
municipally  owned  airport  in  the  South,  (See  points  of 
Interest  page_ _ ). 

The  year  1936  found  Lakeland’s  tourist  trade  advancing 
by  leaps  aud  bounds.  Almost  all  accommodations  were  filled 
and  in  consequence  a  new  building  program  started  that  has 
continued  to  the  present  day. 

kith  abundant  natural  resources,  progressive  citizens, 
ever  increasing  tourist  trade,  and  many  active  civic  clubs, 
it  is  safe  to  predict  that  Lakeland  will  continue  to  grow  in 
the  future  even  more  rapidly  than  it  has  since  the  days  of 
1884  when  it  was  a  mere  whistle  stop  on  the  South  Florida 
Aailro ad. 
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GROWTH  AND  DEVELOPMENT  OP  LAKELAND 

Within  a  few  short  years  Lakeland  has  grov/n  to  he 
almost  four  times  as  large  as  any  other  Polk  county  city, 
in  the  center  of  a  large  trade  area,  and  is  the  metropolis 
of  a  mighty  empire. 

Blest  with  such  natural  resources  as  fertile  and 
adaptable  soils,  phosphate  deposits  and  building  sands, 
pure  water,  ideal  climate,  attractive  lakes,  and  adequate 
transportation  facilities;  it  is  not  strange  that  the  city 
has  had  such  rapid  growth. 

RAILROADS 

The  locomotive  was  the  greatest  factor  in  the  .earliest 
development  of  Lakeland.  When  the  gleaming  rails  were  laid 
in  1884,  and  the  first  engine  steamed  through  the  collection 
of  shacks  that  then  was  the  colony,  it  marked  the  development 
of  the  rich  back  country  and  the  dawn  of  a  new  era. 

The  Atlantic  Coast  Line  shops  were  soon  established  and 
the  city  became  the  South  Florida  center of  that  railway 
system.  The  extensive  yards  and  shops  that  lie  in  the  north¬ 
western  part  of  town  today,  employ  workers  with  a  combined 
average  monthly  payroll  of  over  ^50,000,  a  great  part  of  which 
is  spent  in  the  city.  Lakeland  remains  the  leading  center  of 
the  system  in  the  state  is  the  base  terminal  and  transfer 
point  for  red-ball  freights  routed  to  such  points  as  Waycross, 
Jacksonville,  I’ampa,  Port  Myers,  Clev/iston,  Everglades  and 
Mulberry.  Were  it  not  for  the  speedy  handling  of  the  railroad 
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the  great  citrus  industry  in  Lakeland  would  never  have 
reached  its  present  state  of  prosperity. 

The  advent  of  the  railroad  made  ra|>id  distribution  of 
products  possible,  and  the  three  great  industries  of 
cattle-raising,  lumbering,  and  agriculture  came  to  the  front. 

COW  BOYS 

In  later  other  interests  have  overshadowed  the  cattle 
industry,  but  it  was  for  a  long  time  the  most  important  and 
remunerative  pursuit  in  the  region.  Even  before  the  coming 
of  the  railroad,  cattle  were  transported  (by  means  of  hoof) 
overland  to  Punta  Hassa  for  embarkation  to  Cuba.  The 
proceeds  returned  to  the  pioneers  in  golden  doubloons,  and 
many  children  had  one  or  two  in  a  "sody  can"  as  a  "play 
purty".  Consequently,  even  the  small  children  of  the 
cattlemen  were  brought  up  to  the  business  from  youth,  and 
cared  for  nothing  else  than  to  be  given  a  horse,  dog,  and 
the  care  of  a  herd  of  cattle. 

The  couhtless  beef  herds  have  gone  long  since;  but 
splendid  droves  of  dairy  cattle  remain.  There  are  twenty- 
four  inspected  dairies  in  Lakeland  vicinity,  in  addition  to 
a  pasteurizing  plant  and  a  milk  depot.  Dairies  are  under 
such  constant  supervision,  that  resultant  low  bacterial  counts 
rank  Lakeland's  milk  as  the  best  in  the  State. 

SAWMILLS 

/^During  the  period  of  the  "Cattle  Zings",  lumbermen 
started  to  establish  their  portable  or  permanent  sawmills, 
and  soon  the  whine  of  the  saw  through  virgin  timber  aroused 
the  echoes  in  the  silent  woods.  The  pipe  of  the  sawmill 
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whistle  shook  the  weary  fisherman  from  his  lethargy, 
and  the  horizon  was  darkened  with  the  black  smoke  billowing 
from  turpentine  stills. 

While  the  timber  lands  are  now  largely  second  growth 
and  small,  a  considerable  quantity  is  still  available  in 
Lakeland,  and  naval  stores  continue  to  be  an  important  asset. 

PHOSPHATE  AND  MINERALS 

The  discovery  of  phosphate  in  adjacent  territory 
about  this  time  was  an  added  stimulus  to  the  growing  city. 
Geologists  later  discovered  that  the  great  Land  Pebble 
Phosphate  region  encroaches  on  the  southern  limits  of  the 
city,  extends  through  the  southwestern  portion  of  Polk  Counter 
and  overlaps  eastern  Hillsborough  County.  The  mines  in 
this  region  produce  80%  of  the  total  phosphate  production  of 
the  United  States  and  more  than  one -half  of  that  of  the  world. 
(See  Tour  C) 

Although  no  mines  are  located  in  lakeland,  a  great 
number  of  them  are  in  Lakeland’s  trade  area,  and  nuch  of  the 
phosphate  payroll  jingles  into  the  mercantile  establishments 
of  the  city. 

another  mineral  asset  of  Lakeland  (although  but 
recently  utilized)  is  the  deep  beds  of  vhite  sand  within  the 
eastern  limits.  This  small-grained  sand  is  much  used  in 
sidewalk  construction,  drainage  tile  and  in  the  making  of 
ornamental  objects  of  cement.  Two  plants  in  town  produce 
bricks,  tile,  pipes  and  vaults  With  this  material. 
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AGRICULTURE 

Agriculture  also  became  a  leading  industry  at  an 
early  date  and  many  scattered  plots  of  lew,  fertile  land 
were  planted  by  the  first  setllers.  In  the  winter  of  1888, 
H.S. Galloway ,  demonstrated  the  profitable  character  of  the 
strawberry  crop,  and  its  adaptability  to  this  section,  by 
netting  over  :J60Q  from  a  single  acre.  Mr.  Galloway  was  the 
originator  of  the  strawberry  industry  in  the  county,  and  it 
has  ever  since  been  one  of  the  most  dependable  of  agrucultural 
resources. 

Shipments  of  strawberries  and  winter  vegetables  are 
increasing  each  year,  and  to  meet  this  need,  the  city  has 
erected  a  shipper's  and  buyer's  platform.  Office  and 
storage  space  are  adjacent  to  Lake  Wire ,  and  it  is  head¬ 
quarters  for  resident  buyers  who  ship  to  northern  markets. 
Refrigeration  of  car  lots  is  well-provided  for  by  the  Federal 
Ice  and  Refrigeration  Company.  This  plant  has  the  capacity 
of  icing  500  cars  a  day,  and  in  addition  renders  icing 
services  to  railroad  points  within  a  maximum  radium  of 
100  miles. 

The  degree  to  Y/hich  agriculture  is  a  mainstay  in  the 
economic  life  of  Lakeland  is  seen  in  part  at  the  municipally 
controlled  Farmers'  Market,  where  the  housewives  on  Tuesdays, 
Thursdays  and  Saturdays  go  in  the  early  morning  for  supplies 
of  farm  produce.  The  Market  not  only  enables  the  farmers 
to  dispose  of  much  of  their  produce  which  otherwise  might  be 
wasted,  but  also  is  a  factor  in  developing  a  broader  under¬ 
standing  and  sympathy  between  the  urban  and  rural  communities. 
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A  unique  resident  of  Lakeland's  fields  is  th  ■  Alyce 
clover  (alysicarpus  vaginalis),  first  discovered  by 
Joe  Wolf  near  Crystal  Lake.  It  is  perhaps  the  only  clover 
adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  Florida.  The  clover  is 
very  nutritious,  and  makes  a  good  cover  crop  as  well.  This 
plant  is  a  new  discovery,  and  may  hoi®,  much  of  promise  for 
the  general  agricultural  future  of  Florida. 

But  the  greatest  agricultural  asset  of  Lakeland  is 
the  Citrus  industry. 

GBOVES 

The  growing  of  citrus  fruit  as  a  commercial  industry 
in  the  vicinity  of  Lakeland  is  comparatively  recent 
proposition.  The  first  citrus  crops  consisted  of  a  few 
"Sweet  seedling  trees"  set  near  the  houses  and  barns  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  and  it  was  nearly  1880  before  the  budding 
of  citrus  seedlings  with  better  varieties  or  types  was 
started. 

Growers  then  counted  their  citrus  holdings  by  the 
number  of  trees  rather  than  the  number  of  acres  and  counted 
the  individual  oranges  rather  than  boxes. 

Owing  to  a  total  lack  of  transportation  facilities  there 
was  little  incentive  to  produce  more  than  could  be  used  for 
local  needs.  Some  growers  however  braved  the  week-long  trip 
to  Tampa  by  ox  cart  and  carried  as  many  as  1500  oranges  on 
each  trip  Which  they  were  glad  to  peddle  at  a  penny  a  piece. 

From  such  an  embryonic  beginning,  the  citrus  industry 
today  has  reached  such  proportions  that  it  is  estimated  that 
the  annual  revenue  brought  into  Lakeland  from  this  source 
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amounts  to  over  <^4,000,000.  Next  to  Winter  Haven,  more 
citrus  fruit  is  shipped  from  Lakeland  than  from  ai  y  other 
point  in  Polk  county,  which  alone  produces  onepthird  the 
entire  output  of  Florida.  Eight  citrus  packing  houses  are 
located  in  the  city  to  handle  this  crop. 

The  Citrus  Growers  Association  or  Citrus  Exchange  is  the 
only  grower-owned  packing,  shipping  and  selling  agency  in  the 
city. 

The  Agricultural  Department  of  the  State  has  recognized 
the  importance  of  the  citrus  industry  here  hy  establishing 
the  offices  of  the  Florida  Citrus  Commission  from  which 
marketing  regulations  are  issued. 

H.  A.  Shaver  has  the  principal  fruit  and  Juice  canning 
jlant  in  Lakeland.  The  products  of  this  plant  are  exported 
to  Europe  in  great  quantities  and  are  even  known  in  Antartica. 

A  portion  of  Admiral  Byrd's  food  supply  in  his  last  expedition 
to  "Little  America"  came  from  the  Shaver  plant. 

TOURISTS 

The  growth  and  development  of  Lakeland  has  been  further 
advanced  by  visitors  from  other  states  who  have  been  attracted 
by  the  climate,  the  beauty  of  the  region,  its  natural 
advantages  end  resources,  and  the  many  facilities  which  have 
been  provided  by  the  city  for  their  entertainment  and  pleasure. 

Lakes  of  sparkling  blue  water,  freedom  from  extremes 
of  heat  and  cold,  and  proximity  to  other  show  spots  of  Florida 
are  all  tangible  assets  of  Lakeland  which  are  quite  as 
important  economically  as  the  more  prosaic  citrus  groves. 
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railroad  shops  and  phosphate  lines  in  the  vicinity. 

TJinter  tourists  and  visitors  come-  in  euch  numbers  each 
year  that  a  continuous  building  program  is  necessary  to 
accommodate  the  incomers  each  season. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  annual  revenue  to  the  community 
from  winter  visitors  exceeds  $2, 500, 000. 

FACTORIES 

Lakeland  has  numerous  small  manufacturing  plants 
engaged  in  producing  products  such  as  meal,  flour,  feeds, 
fertilizers,  iron  work,  lumber  and  other  building  materials, 
cigars,  sausages,  jellies  and  bottled  drinks. 

,  The  citrus  industry  brought  factories  as  concomitants 
which  produce  chemical  products  for  the  care  of  the  trees  and 
the  preservation  of  the  fruit  in  transit. 

A  unique  industry  which  is  being  developed  into  an 
extensive  enterprise,  is  the  manufacture  of  products  from 
the  Spanish  moss.  The  grey,  succulent  plant  is  purchased 
freshly  stripped  from  the  trees  and  is  exposed  to  the  sun  on 
drying  racks.  The  moist  outside  covering  of  the  moss  soon 
sloughs  off  and  leaves  the  black,  Mr -like  interior,  which 
is  ideal  for  upholstery  and  mattresses. 

Another  ■uncommon  industry  is  that  of  the  Florida  Palm 
Furniture  Company,  engaged  in  making  furniture  from  the  wood 
and  stems  of  the  palm. 

J.  Burgi  Contner  was  a  product  of  the  industrial  life 
of  Lakeland.  As  a  youth  he  developed  his  first  invention, 
the  Contner  Lens  Machine.  This  invention  once  was  in  common 
use  throughout  the  world  and  made  for  Burgi  a  small  fortune. 
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He  has  other  inventions,  notably,  the  Cineglow  Three-element 
Recording  Lamp.  He  is  among  the  foremost  motion  picture 
photographers  and  projectionists  of  America,  is  a  member  of 
the  American  Society  of  Cameramen,  specializes  ih  educational, 
news  and  commercial  pictures  and  handles  tryouts  for  motion 
picture  actors.  He  has  an  extensive  business  established 
in  Hew  York,  and  he  has  a  contract  with  the  United  States 
Uavy  to  furnish  for  its  use  all  portable  motion  picture 
equipment. 

Lakeland  also  feels  that  it  has  some  claim  upon 
Marvin  Pipkin  who  invented  the  process  of  placing  the  shading 
film  om  the  inside  of  electric  light  bulbs,  now  in  universal 
use.  This  invention  was  developed  in  the  labratories  of  the 
national  Lamp  and  Globe  Company  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

THAI SP  ORTAT I OH  AHL  UTILITI  S 

Attendant  upon  the  industrial  growth  of  Lakeland  was 
the  ddvelopment  of  good  roads  which  radiate  to  all  parts  of 
the  county.  The  road  building  program  (started  in  1913) 
has  made  Lakeland  easily  accessible  by  bus  or  auto.  The 

large  trade  area  of  the  city  has  been  acquired  largely 
through  this  convergence  of  highways,  railroad  branches,  and 
bus  lines. 

Utilities  have  a}.so  kept  pace  with  the  needs  of  the 
populace.  The  municipally  owned  light  and  water  plants  have 
a  capacity  far  in  excess  of  the  present  population  demands. 

The  electric  plant,  in  addition  to  furnishing  juice  to 
the  vhite  ways  of  the  city  and  the  engines  of  the  factories, 
supplies  light  and  power  to  over  5,000  families. 
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The  water  works,  pumps  its  supply  f rom  t  wo  -veils,  one 
846  feet  deep,  and  the  other  1,201.  The  water  is  colon 
hacillus  free,  and  analyzes  only  100  bacteria  per  cubic 
cent imeter. 

Gas  is  supplied  to  the  city  by  the  Plorida  Power  and 
Light  Company. 

The  city  owns  a  sewage  treatment  and  disposal  plant 
and  has  40  miles  of  mains,  serving  approximately  4,000 
families. 

The  Peninsular  Telephone  Company  furnishes  telephone 
service  to  the  city,  having  nearly  3,000  subscribers  and 
about  4,000  telephones  in  use.  The  automatic  or  dial 
system  is  used.  Long  distance  connections  are  available 
with  80 %  of  the  telephones  in  the  world,  including  all 
vessels  having  "ship  to  shore"  service.  Both  Western  Union 
and  Postal  Telegraph  have  offices  in  the  city,  also. 

The  latest  addition  to  communications,  was  the  Lakeland 
Broadcasting  Station,  WLAE,  "The  Voice  of  Imperial  Polk  County 
Its  first  broadcast  was  on  May  15,  1936  with  Gordon  G.  Pletche 
as  manager.  WLAE  is  a  100  watt  station  of  1310  kilocycles 
and  is  affiliated  with  the  World  Broadcasting  System. 


GOVERNMENT 

The  resources  and  industries  of  Lakeland  have  been 
enumerated  yet  no  picture  of  the  factors  in  the  growth  of 
Lakeland  would  be  complete  without  giving  full  credit  to  such 
intangible  factors  as  civic  pride,  civic  consciousness,  and 
the  integrity  of  men  in  office. 
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Prom  the  very  beginning  of  the  town,  city  affairs  have 
been  administered  by  men  and  women  vh  o  placed  the  welfare  of 
fellow  citizens  above  greed,  and  desire  for  personal  gain. 

Civic  and  fraternal  clubs  and  an  enterprising  Chamber 
of  Commerce  (first  a  "Board  of  Trade")  have  been  active  since 
the  first  formation  of  lakeland  and  in  consequence  have  kept 
the  city  free  from  retarding  political  machines  as  any  city 
in  Florida. 

Lakeland  has  enjoyed  an  unusual  measure  of  political 
prestige  by  reason  of  the  selection  of  her  citizens  to 
important  state  and  national  offices.  Such  well-known 
figures  as  Senator  Park  Trammell;  Congressman  Herbert  J. 

Drane;  Congressman  J.  Hardin  Peterson;  Beulah  Hooks  Hanna, 
prominent  in  the  Democratic  party;  Bertha  Hayes  Steitz,  State 
Board  of  Social  7/el  fare ,  nd  Tom  Bryant,  State  Board  of 
Control,  were  all  products  of  lakeland. 

The  city  adopted  a  type  of  the  commission  fom  of 
government  in  1913,  followed  by  the  commission-manager  form 
in  1922. 

In  this  set  up  there  are  three  commissioners  elected 
for  three-year  terms,  with  one  commissioner  retiring  and  one 
elected  each  year.  By  custom,  a  commissioner  in  his  last 
year  of  office,  is  made  may or -commissi oner.  The  commission¬ 
ers  employ  the  City  Manager. 

Under  this  form  of  government,  parks  have  been  beautified 
streets  widened  aad  paved,  recreational  facilities  constructed, 
and  utilities  made  adequate  and  economical  for  the  citizens. 

In  such  a  progressive  city  it  follows  of  a  necessity 
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that  an  increasing  number  of  visitors  are  graduating  from 
guest  to  permanent  resident,  and  that  they  become  enthused 
with  Lakeland’s  opportunities  and  imbued  with  the  local 
spirit  of  friendly  hospitality, 

CULTURAL  LIEE  III  LAKELAND. 

Every  city  has  some  predominating  quality  of  character 
that  may  be  expressed  in  a  single  word.  The  word  "cultured” 
is  most  apropos  when  applied  to  Lakeland,  Educational, 
religious  and  social  organizations  all  unite  in  forming  a 
community  of  refinement,  well  schooled  in  the  art  of  living. 

EDUCATION 

Southern  College(See  Points  of  interest  Page_ _ ) , 

is  one  of  the  greatest  forces  in  the  cultural  life  of  the 
city.  Unlike  many  other  colleges  that  are  content  to  remain 
a  unit  apart  from  the  community,  Florida  Southern  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  social  and  civic  life  around  it, 
sponsoring  a  weekly  forum  of  nationally  known  speakers. 

Awarding  the  usual  baccalaureate  degrees,  the  college 
also  has  specigfl.  departments  of  music,  dramatics,  art,  and 
journalism  which  contributes  much  to  the  cultural  attainments 
of  the  community. 

Although  the  college  was  founded  by  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Soutji  Conference,  and  is  und  r  their  supervision, 
the  school  is  non- denominational  in  the  sense  that  Methodism 
is  not  taught  to  the  students.  The  student  enrollment 
represented  eleven  denoiinations  during  the  college  year 
1935-36. 

Seeking  to  make  academic  training  keep  pace  with  social 
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and  material  progress,  Florida  Southern  has  a  program 
designed  to  help  the  student  find  the  job  at  which  he  is 
most  likely  to  succeed.  His  abilities  are  determined  by 
an  "orientation”  course  during  the -freshman  year.  numerous 
tests  for  personal  background,  interests  and  background, 
interests  and  ability  are  given,  and  extensive  records  of 
each  first  year  student  are  compiled. 

Dr.  Ludd  M.  Spivey  became  president  of  Florida  Southern 
in  1925,  after  three  years  as  dean  and  professor  of  sociology 
at  Birmingham-Southern  College,  of  Alabama. 

Lakeland  is  fortunate  in  the  number  and  quality  or  its 
common  schools  as  well.  There  are  two  high  schools  in  the 
city;  the  Lakeland  High  School  for  white  pupils  and  the 
Washington  High  School  for  colored. 

Lakeland  High  comp-rises'  both  junior  and  senior  High 
Schools  and  had  an  enrollment  of  1,652  pupils  in  1936,  600 
of  whom  were  in  the  Junior  Department. 

The  library  of  3,800  volumes  for  reference  is  unusual 
for  a  school  of  this  size.  The  new  $25,000  gymnasium 
provides  ample  space  for  physical  education. 

Washington  High  School  (colored)  also  has  modern 
equipment  and  exeells  in  football  and  baseball.  The  husky 
warriors  of  the  school  have  attained  state-wide  fame  for 
their  athletic  pro well. 

There  are  five  public  grammar  schools  for  white 
children  and  two  for  colored  in  Lakeland. 

In  addition  there  are  two  private  schools.  Miss  Miles 
School,  established  in  1924  for  children  in  the  first  three 
grades  and  Child's  Garden  of  Learning,  another  primary  school. 
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which  was  established  in  1925,  and  is  conducted  b  y 
Mrs.  Matthew  Mitchell,  Jr. 

Tiny  tots  of  kindergarten  age  have  the  opportunity 
of  attending  classes  at  private  schools  bearing  such  appealing 
names  as  "Peter  Pan",  "Jack  and  Jill",  and  "Bluebird". 

lakeland’s  Vocational  School,  supported  by  Federal  and 
county  funds  under  the  Smith-Hughes  Act  of  1914, offers 
secretarial,  domestic  science,  and  mechanical  subjects  to 
pupils  over  14  years  of  age.  Both  day  and  night  classes 
are  given  and  the  charge  is  a  registration  fee  of  $£.00  a 
year. 

An  important  feature  of  this  school  is  the  rehabilitation 
department  which  teaches  handi-craft  to  those  physically 
handicapped.  All  fees  and  supplies  are  free  to  them  and  an 
unusual  record  has  been  made  in  making  them  self  supporting. 

Adult  education,  through  the  medium  of  the  vocational 
classes  under  the  supervision  of  the  educational  department 
of  the  Florida  Works  Progress  Administration  and  cooperation 
of  the  City  Commission,  has  made  a  creditable  showing.  Bight 
classes  are  held  to  instruct  illiterate  white  adults  in 
elementary  subjects.  Advanced  classes  in  mechanical  drawing, 
draftix^g  and  blue  print  making,  are  also  taught. 

The  two  business  colleges  offer  opportunities  for  adults 
to  secure  training  in  typing,  shorthand,  bookkeeping  and 
secretarial  courses. 

SOCIAL,  SERVICE,  and  PATRIOTIC 
ORGANIZATIONS 

There  are  many  clubs  in  Lakeland  which  have  contributed 
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to  a  large  extent  to  the  spiritual  and  economic  growth  of 
the  community. 

The  Woman's  Club  of  Lakeland  is  one  of  the  most 
outstanding.  This  Club  is  departmental  in  its  organization 

and  through  the  various  departments  cooperates  with  the  phases 
of  civic  betterment.  The  Junior  Woman's  Club  affiliated 
with  the  parent  organization,  is  also  active.  (See  Points  of 
Interest  page  _ ). 

Sorosis  of  Lakeland  owns  one  of  the  handsomest  club 
houses  in  the  state.  It  is  departmenti zed,  but  is  specially 
prominent  in  welfare  work.  The  Young  Ladies  Sorosis  is 
affiliated  with  the  parent  organizat ion.  (See  Points  of 
Interest  page _ ). 

The  Business  and  Professional  Woman's  Club  of  Lakeland 
is  a  member  of  the  national  Business  and  Professional  Woman's 
Club  and  one  of  the  outstanding  clubs  in  the  state  federation. 
The  Pionettes  whose  membership  is  composed  of  younger 
business  and  professional  women  is  sponsored  by  the  Business 
and  Professional  Woman's  Club. 

Among  the  outstanding  service  clubs  of  the  men,  is  the 
Kiwanis  (aiding  underprivileged  children),  Hotary  (special 
interest  in  the  Boy  Scout  Camp),  Lions  Club  (assisting  buying 
of  glasses  for  children). 

One  of  the  oldest  civic  organizations  is  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  with  offices  provided  by  the  municipality  in  the  old 
City  Hall  building.  The  Jaycees  (Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce) 
composed  of  the  younger  business  and  professional  men  of  the 
city,  is  affiliated  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  has 
become  outstanding  in  their  efforts  to  provide  clean  elections. 
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The  Tourist  Club,  with  headquarters  provided  by  the  city 
in  the  old  City  Hall,  is  an  active  organization  of  tourists. 
Through  it,  social  life,  amusement,  games  and  dances  are 
arranged  for  tourists.  The  secretary  of  the  club  is 
an  office  where  information  and  membership  cards  may  be 
obtained. 

Among  the  juvenile  organizations,  two  are  outstanding: 
the  Boy  Scouts  organized  in  1913  by  Judge  Kelsey  Blanton,  and 
the  Camp  Fire  Girls. 

The  Boy  Scouts  have  grown  to  six  troops  and two  cub  units. 
Camp  Flaming  Arrow  at  Lake  Juliana  (loaned  by  the  Hot  ary  Club 
of  Lakeland)  has  been  assigned  to  the  Scouts  for  encampments. 
The  large  assembly  hall  and  cottages  have  a  beautiful 
location  on  the  lake. 

Interest  in  the  Camp  Fire  Girls  is  also  increasing,  and 
there  are  four  active  groups  in  the  city.  These  girls  do 
yeomanly  service  in  aiding  the  hospital  in  the  preparation  of 
bandages. 

Lakeland  has  many  patriotic  organizations.  American 
Legion  Post  Ho.  4  has  one  of  the  best  drum  and  bugle  corps  in 
the  state  of  Florida  and  is  most  ably  represented  by  the  local 
organization  at  the  national  encampments  of  the  American 
Legion.  They  have  an  active  auxiliary. 

The  William  McKinley  Gamp  of  the  United  Spanish 
American  War  Veterans,  the  Disabled  American  Veterans  of  the 
World  War  (Forget-me-not  Chapter  Ho.  5),  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  United  Confederate 
Veterans  and  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  are  other  active 
patriotic  organizations. 
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Llost  of  the  national  fraternal  orders  are  represented 
in  Lakeland. 

The  Masonic  Order  was  the  first  to  have  a  Lodge  which 
was  the  Lakeland  Lodge  ITo.  91,  F.&A.  M.  organised  in  1886. 
There  are  two  F.&  A.  M.  Lodges,  a  chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  a  Council  of  Royal  Select  Masters,  a  Commandery  of 
Ehights  of  Templars,  a  Chapter  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star 
and  a  Chapter  of  the  Order  of  LeMolay. 

The  Elks  also  have  a  strong  organization.  Among  the 
fraternal  organizations  the  Elks  are  outstanding  in  every 
phase  of  civic  betterment.  They  own  a  handsome  three-story 
brick  home  on  Lake  Mirror  and  maintain  a  park  on  the  eatern 
part  of  the  town.  (See  Points  of  Interest  page _ ) 

The  Odd  Fellows,  the  Ehights  of  Pythias,  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World,  the  Royal  neighbors,  the  Junior  Order  United 
American  Mechanics,  and  Women's  Benefit  Association,  have 
active  chapters. 

Lakeland,  being  a  railroad  center,  has  many  labor 
unions  and  allied  orders.  All  of  the  "big  four"  organizations 
of  railroad  employees,  (except  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Firemen)  are  represented. 

RELIGIOUS  OR  GAIT  I Z  AT  I  OHS 

Religious  organizations  in  Lakeland  number  twenty-seven 
denominations  with  forty-seven  churches  and  meeting  places  in 
the  city.  The  different  churches  in  Lakeland  work  in  harmony 
with  each  other,  and  have  an  active  minsterial  association. 

Union  services  are  held  on  Thanksgiving  Bay  and  on 
other  special  occasions.  A  sunrise  Easter  service  (under 
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auspices  of  First  Baptist  Church)  is  attended  each  year  by  all 
denominations. 

The  majority  of  Lakeland’s  churches  are  attractive  and 
substantial. 

St.  Joseph's  Church,  lately  completed,  is  in  Romanesque- 
Spahish  style  which  reflects  the  solidarity  and  permanence  of 
the  Catholic  faith.  A  parochial  school  will  be  established 
in  September,  1937. 

Another  new  church,  is  the  neat  stucco  edifice  of  the 
Seventh  Day  Adventists,  which  is  free  from  debt  and  was  built 
piece-meal  as  funds  became  available.  The  Adventists  have  a 
parochial  school,  also. 

The  Salvation  Army  (county  headquarters)  has  a  new 
citadel. 

The  oldest  church  building  in  Lakeland  is  the  First 
Baptist  erected  in  1904,  which  was  followed  shortly  after  by 
the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  1908.  Both  of 
these  maintain  the  lead  in  membership,  the  First  Baptist  being 
second  largest  in  membership  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Association 

Another  rapidly  growing  church  is  the  First  Presbyterian 
located  on  the  beautiful  banks  of  Lake  Mirror.  This  church 
has  a  Regular  Fellows  Bible  class  that  numbers  over  200.  The 
class  financed  and  paid  for  their  own  building  which  was 
subsequently  donated  to  the  church. 

The  Cumberland  Presbyterian  also  has  an  active 
congregation.  The  church  is  built  of  dark,  red  brick  and 
is  semi-Gothic  in  form,  and  seems  to  embody  the  atmosphere  of 
the  "Great  Smoke y  Mountains”. 
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Two  of  the  most  attractive  churches  architecturally 
are  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  Spanish  design,  and  the  SouthsaSle 
Baptist  church,  which  has  a  large  colonnaded  front. 

The  Episcopal  Church  is  unique  in  having  an  old  church 
as  an  inset.  When  the  town  of  Acton  was  abandoned  the  small 
Episcopal  Church  was  rolled  into  lakeland  and  became  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  that  city.  Later  it  was  placed  in  the 
beautiful  present  day  structure. 

Another  impressive  structure  in  Lakeland  is  the  Pirst 
Christian  Church,  constructed  in  1925,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$65,000.  This  church  possesses  the  only  MiJller  three-manual 
organ  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

The  united  churches  of  lakeland  have  been  the  greatest 
factors  in  forming  the  present  enlightened  community  of 
lofty  sentiments  and  high  ideals. 

LAKELAND  ARTISTS  AND  FAMOUS  PAINTINGS 

Many  artists  of  distinction  have  visited  or  lived  in 
Lakeland.  One  of  the  most  famous  was  the  late  George  Innis, 
Jr.  of  Tarpon  Springs,  Florida,  who  was  regarded  by  many 
authorities  as  the  greatest  painter  of  landscapes  in  America. 

His  best  known  painting  "The  Only  Hope"  exhibited  fifst 
at  Southern  College  in  1925.  Edward  Bok,  was  particularly 
interested  in  it  because  it  conveyed  a  strong  anti-war 
message.  Later  "The  Only  Hope"  was  viewed  by  President 
Coolidge  and  the  members  of  Congress,  and  now  hangs  in  the 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Tarpon  Springs. 

-  Another  of  the  Innis  paintings  now  hangs  in  the  chapel 
of  Southern  College.  It  is  called  "A  Florida  Morning"  and 
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depicts  a  bit  of  semi-tropical  woodland,  with  a  brook  in 
the  foreground  reflecting  the  dense  greens  of  the  foliage 
of  the  trees  and  the  pastel  colors  of  the  wild  flowers. 

A  human  figure,  dimly  seen  in  the  background,  is  standing 
knee  deep  among  the  palmettos  and  tall  grasses. 

The  late  'waiter  Collins,  noted  in  the  state  as  artist, 
critic  and  instructor,  was  formerly  a  resident  of  Lakeland 
and  art  instructor  at  Southern  College.  The  Woman’s  Club 
of  Lakeland,  possesses  two  of  the  Collins'  paintings. 

In  the  Public  Library  of  Lakeland  there  hangs  a  snail 
but  excellent  painting  of  Mirror  Lake  by  G.  F.  Higgins, 

This  artist  is  belatedly  gaining  the  recognition  which  he  so 
richly  deserved  during  his  lifetime.  Many  of  his  subjects 
were  Lakeland  landscapes  and  his  excellent  treatment  of  the 
lakes  of  the  community  in  the  1890's  are  of  historical  as  well 
as  of  artistic  value. 

There  are  other  artists  in  Lakeland  of  local  reputation. 
Lakeland  H^gh  School  Art  Guild,  under  the  advisor ship  of  Miss 
Margaret  Gilkey  and  the  Art  Department  of  Florida  Southern 
College  are  doing  much  to  stimulate  artistic  appreciation. 

POETS,  WEITEBS,  and  HEW  SPAPERMEU 

Lakeland  is  very  fortunate  in  having  many  citizens  of 
market  literary  ability.  The  Lakeland  Writers'  Club, 

r 

organized  in  1928,  is  a  representative  group  of  the  literati. 

A  prominent  member  of  the  club  is  Maria  Moravsky,  a 
contributor  to  a  great  many  of  the  leading  magazines  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  author  of  "The  Bird  of  Fire",  published 
in  America  and  England.  She  made  Lakeland  her  home  for 
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several  years.  While  here  she  conceived  the  idea  of  forming 
the  Writers’  Club  and  was  one  of  the  first  organizers. 

Another  charter  member  and  organizer  of  the  Writers' 

Club  is  Mrs.  Bertha  Hayes  Steitz,  (newspaperwoman,  social 
and  welfare  leader)  who  has  written  well  received  stories, 
poems  and  radio  skits. 

Mrs.  Stoddard,  whose  pen  name  is  Olive  Livingston,  is 
president  of  the  club  and  has  numerous  poems  and  short  storied 
to  her  credit. 

Another  active  member  of  the  cliib,  Hobert  E.  Lufsey, 
has  written  novels  and  plays  aid  has  contributed  numerous 
poems  and  stories  to  magazines. 

The  oldest  member  of  the  club,  Letitia  Yertrees 
Sylvester,  now  beyond  her  85th  year  (1957)  is  the  author  of 
two  volumes  of  poetry  and  a  novel,  "My  Kentucky  Gousins." 

Others  who  have  produced  writings  and  poems  of  sufficient 
merit  to  achieve  publication,  are;  Mrs.  Julia  Trent  Collins; 
Brooks  Hale  Snow;  Eleanor  Sharp;  L.  B.  Spaun;  R.  E.  Stivender; 
Mary  Conrad  Riggins;  Prances  Chiles;  Inez  Berquist;  Mrs.  Ulric 
Huegenin  wrote  a  prize  essay  on  South  Carolina. 

Mrs.  James  Powell,  a  former  member  of  the  Writers'  Club 
prior  to  her  return  to  the  home  of  her  girlhood,  in  Virginia, 
wrote  a  pageant,  which  was  presented  on  the  terrace  of  the 
Public  Library  Hovember  16th  1950.  The  pageant,  "Around  the 
World  Through  the  Library  Door,"  was  well  received,  and  most 
favorably  commented  upon  by  critics. 

Mrs.  Glenn  Morrison,  another  member  of  the  Writers'  Club, 
has  achieved  considerable  favor,  with  her  pageant,  "Let  TZs  Go 
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Unto  Bethlehem".  Mrs.  Morrison,  wrfcte  the  dialogue  and 
designed  the  scenery  and  costumes. 

Besides  being  a  capable  Librarian,  Miss  Serena  Cobia 
Bailey,  who  is  stationed  at  the  Lakeland  Public  Library,  has 
had  published  a  number  of  lyric  poems,  and  articles.  Her 
lyric,  "If  I  Were  a  Hose",  (music  arranged  by  Lucie  Landon) 
was  sung  by  Jeanne  Joy,  over  EMEU,  in  Southern  Oregon  normal 
Broadcast  -  April  18,  1935. 

Two  phases  of  particular  interest  to  Floridians,  whether 
native  or  adopted,  are  treated  in  the  book  of  Dr*  Beverly  T. 
Galloway,  "Plant  Immigrants  of  Florida";  and  the  work  by 
Berlih  Hart  Wright,  nationally  recognized  naturalist  and 
astronomer,  titled  "Indian  Mounds  of  Florida".  Both  of 
these  writers  have  long  been  winter  residents  of  Lakeland. 

Dr.  Galloway's  articles  appeared  in  the  Christian  Science 
Monitor.  They  are  on  file  in  the  Lakeland  Public  Library, 
in  the  "All  Florida  Magazine"  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  State  of  Florida.  Berlin  Hart  Wright's 
articles  appeared  in  the  July  1935  issue  of  "The  Florida  nat¬ 
uralist". 

Southern  College,  has  in  its  faculty  three  authors. 
Samuel  Gevynn  Coe,  Professor  of  History,  published  in  1926, 
"Mission  of  William  Carmichael  of  Beaune,  Cute  D'Or,  France." 
Dr.  Thomas  Blaisdell  head  of  the  English  department ,  has 
published  several  text  books  on  that  subject.  "How  to  Teach 
English"  has  met  with  much  favorable  comment  from  teachers. 

Henry  Green  Barnett,  Professor  of  English  at  Southern 
College,  is  the  poet  of  the  faculty.  A  collection  of  his 
poems,  published  in  1916,  vhich  he  called  "The  Hoof  of  the 
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'World,  and.  Other  Poems",  contains  a  number  that  treat  of  the 
Manatee  Biver  section  of  Florida. 

Etta  Josephean  Mnrfey,  poet,  critic  and.  editor,  resid.es 
in  Lakeland..  Her  magazine,  "Poetry  Caravan",  is  issued, 
quarterly,  and.  she  also  is  the  author  of  a  hook  of  poetry 
called.  "Petals  of  Song".  Miss  Mnrfey  is  a  member  of  the 
League  of  American  Pen  Women. 

Ho  attempt  to  portray  the  cultural  factors  of  the 
community  would  he  complete  without  full  credit  being  given 
to  those  molders  of  public  opinion  --  the  newspapers.  As 
early  as  June  1884,  the  "Lakelaid  Hews",  published  by  Mr.L.M. 
Ballard,  served  the  community.  As  noted  in  the  historical 
section,  this  was  the  same  Mr.  Ballard  who  moved  his  pest 
office  without  permission  when  he  found  business  was  better 
"up  the  road".  The  name  and  ownership  of  that  paper  has  been 
changed  many  times  since. 

Lakeland  was  blessed  again  in  1887  by  a  new  paper  called 
by  the  euphonious  name  of  "The  Florida  Cracker"  (first  local 
editor  H.J. Drane).  "The  Cracker"  led  the  fight  against 
allowing  the  hogs  to  run  at  large  in  the  streets,  holding 
properly,  that  they  were  responsible  for  the  large  number  of 
fleas  in  the  town.  There  was  considerable  debate  and  mental 
agitation  concerning  this  and  it  became  quite  a  cause  celebra. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1904,  M.  F.  Hether ington,  dean  of 
Lakeland  newspaper  men,  who  had  been  publishing  the  first 
daily  paper  in  Miami,  came  to  Lakeland  to  get  out  a  special 
edition  of  the  "Lakeland  Hews".  This  was  the  first  piece  of 
community  publicity  the  t own  ever  had.  While  preparing  it. 
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Mir.  He  the  rington  decided  to  locate  in  lakeland,  and  he 
honght  the  interest  of  C.  E.  McMullen  and  R.  R.  Tomlin  and 
became  sole  owner.  In  1911,  Mr.  Hetherington  issued  also 
the  lakeland  Eva:  ing  Telegram,  the  first  daily  of  the  town. 

To  Mr.  Hetherington  we  are  indebted  for  the  first 
History  of  Polk  County.  Published  in  1928,  its  bits  of 
sparkling  wit  and  humor  liberally  interspersed  among  the 
more  sedate  historical  facts,  brought  instant  reader 
interest  and  the  appreciation  of  the  county  as  well. 

Other  newspaper  projects  have  been  undertaken  now  and 
then  during  the  life  of  the  city.  Among  these  was  the 
"lakeland  Morning  Star",  first  issued  in  1915,  with  Dr.  Walker 
K.  Piner  as  editor.  later  it  passed  under  the  ownership  or 
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direction  of  1.  J.  Bloom.  Pol  lowing  a  change  in  ownership 

of  the  Evening  Telegram  in  1920  these  two  papers  in  1922,  were 
merged  aa d  issued  as  the  Star-Telegram.  Ih  1924  the  "lakeland 
Evening  ledger"  with  Sam  H.  Parabee  as  editor,  appeared  and 
gained  ascendency  in  its  field.  It  absorbed  the  other 
publication  and  now  appears  as  the  "lakeland  Evening  ledger 
and  Star-Telegram."  More  recently  a  paper  has  been  issued 
by  Mr.  Bloom,  (Postmaster)  as  the  "lakeland  Hews."  It  now 
appears  as  a  semi -weekly. 

Among  the  famous  newspaper  men  who  have  visited  lakeland 
wsuS  Richard  Harding  Davis,  who  as  war  correspondent  during  the 
Spanish  American  War  frequently  visited  lakeland  and  covered 
the  encampments  in  his  newspaper  reports. 

CHOIRS,  BAUDS,  and  PRADCES  1AHGP0RD 

Prom  grinning  Hegro  minstrels  performing  upon  a  makeshift 
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orchestra  composed  of  guitar,  washboard,  tin  pan,  and  harmonica 
to  the  choral  groups  or  the  city,  there  exists  a  general  love 
or  music  in  Lakeland. 

The  community  has  many  outstanding  choirs  such  as  the 
Senior  Choir  of  the  Pirst  Christian  Church  (directed  b 
Mrs.  May  Paine  Wheeler,  organist);  the  choir  of  -the  Pirst 
Methodist  Church  (directed  by  Edgar  Tolle ,  vocal  instructor 
at  Southern);  the  Senior  Parish  Choir  of  St.J®eph*s  (Fred 
Xane  Jr.  director);  and  the  Pirst  Baptist  Church  Choir  ( J.W. 
Jelks,  director). 

The  College  Heights  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  also 
has  a  good  choir  whose  members  are  composed  of  Southern 
College  students. 

The  Tuesday  Music  Club,  the  oldest  musical  organisation 
of  Lakeland,  has  a  choral  society  that  gives  public  programs 
during  the  winter  season  of  each  year.  The  club  has  a 
Little  Symphony  Orchestra  which  gives  public  concerts. 
Membership  is  composed  of  teachers  and  advanced  students  of 
vocal  and  instrumental  music.  The  Club  is  affiliated  with 
the  national  and  state  federations  of  music,  and  sponsors  the 
Junior  Music  Club. 

Other  musical  organizat i ons  are  the  Bertha  Cole  Artist 
Club  and  the  Beethoven  Junior  Music  Club  (organized  by 
Mrs.  Bertha  Cole)  and  the  Sharp  Club  for  juniors,  (organized 
by  Mrs.  Lucile  Bennett  Munn). 

Both  Florida  Southern  College  and  Lakeland  High  School 
have  excellent  musical  organisations. 

The  College  sponsors  three  musical  groups:  "The  Southern 
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Songsters"  who  each  year  present  an  operetta:  "The  Men’s  Glee 
Club",  featured  in  concerts  and  the  radio,  and  the  College 
Orchestra. 

Lakeland  High  School  has  Glee  Clubs  for  the  boys  and 
Choral  Clubs  for  the  girls.  Both  groups  give  public 
performances.  The  High  School  Band  and  the  Orchestra  give 
public  concerts. 

The  Lakeland  Boys  Band  is  an  organization  for  pr  e-High 
School  age  boys  who  desire  to  develop  their  musical  talents. 

The  home  of  Prances  Langford,  noted  singer,  is  in 
Lakeland.  It  was  here  that  she  received  her  High  School 
education  and  her  early  vocal  instruction.  She  is  now 
universally  known  for  her  song  broadcasts  and  her  musical 
numbers  in  the  cinema. 

SOCK  and  BUSKIN 

Lakeland's  municipal  auditorium  is  well  equipped  with 
space  and  facilities  for  theatrical  shows  and  plays.  Its 
use  however  is  not  extenddd  to  road  shows  but  is  confined 
to  amateur  productions,  public  addresses,  concerts,  musical 
entertainments ,  and  public  meetings. 

The  four  motion  picture  houses  in  Lakeland  are  equipped 
for  dramatic  entertainment,  the  Polk  presenting  weekly 
vaudeville  and  road  shows.  The  Palace  also  has  theatre 
facilities  and  is  at  times  used  for  vaudeville  and  personal 
appearances  of  actors  and  speakers. 

A  dramatic  institute  for  juveniles  is  supported  by  the 
Lakeland  Recreational  Department  and  national  Youth 
Administration.  Beginners  in  elocution- and  dramatics  are 
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TOUE  A.  PISHEBIvMU’S  LOOP. 


LAXElAITL  —  Auburndale  --  Lake  Ariana  —  Lake  Juliana 
P o Ik  City  --  Lake  Gibson  --  Lakeland. 

Main  tour,  59,5  m. 

US  92  paved;  State  2  and  county  roads  paved.  All  roads  are 
in  good  condition,  US  92  being  a  wide,  paved,  arterial 
highway.  Pew  dangerous  intersections.  Very  few  intersections 
near  Auburndale  properly  marked.  Hotel  accommodations  at 
Aubumdale  and  Polk  City. 

Pour  A  passes  through  thriving  citrus  groves  and 
emerald  hills  and  by  sparkling  lakes.  The  lakes  along  the 
highway  are  well  stocked  with  fish  and  boats  are  for  hire  at 
all  the  larger  ones. 

The  tour  presents  a  continuous  beautiful  panorama  in 
such  scenic  lakes  as  Ariana,  Juliana,  Agnes  and  Gibson,  and 
exerts  a  powerful  attraction  to  devotees  of  the  rod  and  reel. 

Such  points  of  interest  as  the  Carpenters’  H0me  and 
the  Airport  are  on  the  return  route. 

At  Lakeland  post  office  drive  IT.  On  Tennessee  Ave .  to 
Main  St. 

Turn  (B)  on  Main  St. 

Lake  Mirror  and  Civic  Center,  .2  m.  (See  Points  of 
Interest  page  _ ) 

Auto  trailer  camp,  1.1  m. 

At  1.2  m.  (L)  junction  of  US  92  and  E.  Main  St. 

Dangerous  right  angle  turn. 

Elks  Park,  1.9  m.  embraces  several  acres  in  the  Shore 
Acres  subdivision  and  is  open  to  the  public.  It  is  marked  by 
a  bronze  elk  that  faces  on  US  92. 
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At  5.2  m. the  highway  passes  through  a.i  unusually 
beautiful  swamp,  Lense  growths  of  cypress  trees,  semi- 
tropical  flora,  and  canals  filled  with  hyacinths  make  this 
part  of  the  drive  very  colorful. 

At  11.4  m.  (L)  at  stop  light. 

AUBUHEDAIE,  11.6  m.  (2,808  pop.)  is  a  thriving  city 
built  among  many  beautiful  lakes  and  large  citrus  groves. 
Originating  as  a  railroad  station  in  1887,  it  was  named 
"Auburn dale"  by  Mrs.  Pulsifer,  who  suggested  that  it  be 
named  after  her  home  town,  Auburndale,  Mass. 

Auburndale  is  not  ed  chiefly  for  its  large  citrus 
packing  houses  and  is  served  by  both  Atlantic  Coast  Line  and 
Seaboard  Airline  hallways. 

Continue  .1  m.  II.  on  Main  St.  and  take  (L)  fork, 
crossing  railroad  tracks  then  turn  (R)  at  next  block. 

At  11.9  m.  bear  (R)  on  one-way  drive  around  lake. 

LAKE  ARIAUA,  12.2  m.  is  about  one  mile  in  diameter  and 
is  heavily  stocked  with  fish;  black  and  calico  bass  being 
especially  numerous.  Mac’s  Beach,  a  popular  resort  for  picnic 
and  bathing  parties  is  on  W.  shore  of  lake. 

At  12.7  m.  is  a  junction  with  a  county  road.  Take  (L) 
fork  and  continue  around  Lake  Ariana. 

At  15.6  m.  is  a  junction  with  a  county  road.  Take  (R) 
fork  and  bear  away  from  Lake  Ariana. 

LAKE  JULIANA,  17.0  m.  is  rectangular  in  form  and  about 
two  miles  long.  It  is  well  stocked  with  perch,  bass  and 
bream.  The  Boy  Scout  Camp  "flaming  Arrow"  is  on  W.  bank. 

for  five  miles,  the  highway  winds  among  great  groves  of 
tangerines,  oranges  and  grapefruit,  bordered  by  miles  of 
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flame-vine  covered  fences. 

Hart  Grove,  18.5  m.  Signs  along  the  way  invite 
the  visitor  to  "Drive  in  and  pick  an  orange."  This 
invitation  has  many  enthusiastic  acceptors. 

Hodnett  Company  grove,  19.1  m.  An  unusually  brilliant 
display  of  flame-vine  .arks  this  vicinity.  To  the  left  is  a 
small  lake  that  has  a  thread-like  connection  with  Lake  Juliana. 
There  is  good  fishing  here,  but  no  boats  available. 

At  22.2  m.is  a  junction  with  State  2.  Take  (L)  fork. 


POLK  CITY,  .4  m. (R)  on  State  2,  was 
founded  in  1922  by  Mr.  Isaac  Van  H0rn,  and 
is  now  the  site  of  extensive  tung  oil 
plantations.  The  beautiful  Wayside  Lodge, 
is  at  the  southern  end  of  town,  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Agnes.  This  lake  is  the 
favorite  haunt  of  the  speckled  perch. 


At  52.9m.  (L)  is  an' unmarked  junction  of  State  2  and 
Fla.  34.  Turn  ( S )  on  State  2. 

At  35.4  m.  (R)  on  county  road  is 


NATIONAL  HOME  OF  THE  UNITED  CARPENTERS 
AND  JOINERS  CF  AMERICA,  1.1  m.  situated  on 
the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Gibson.  (See 
Points  of  Interest  page _ ) 


MUNICIPAL  AIRPORT,  36.5  m.  (See  Points  of  Interest  page__ 

The  new  MORRELL  HOSPITAL,  57.8  m.  (See  Points  of 
Interest  page  _ ) 

From  this  point  State  2  is  known  as  the  Lakeland-Hills 
Boulevard.  The  drive  is  constructed  in  two  lanes  with  a 
landscaped  parkway  separating  the  two  roads.  Keep  to  right. 

ADAIR  PARK,  58.0  m.  (R)  (See  Points  of  Interest  page 
Iowa  and  Massachusetts  Aves.  converge  at  this  point.  Take 
right  hand  fork  and  proceed  on  Massachusetts.  There  is  a 
marked  safety  zone  for  school  children  on  the  left  side  of  the 
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At  39.1  m. (R)  Massachusetts  Ave.  intersects  Main  St. 
Stop  Light. 

Continue  W.  on  Main  St.  for  two  blocks  and  turn  (L) 
on  Tennessee  Ave. 

POST  OFFICE  39.3  m. 


TOUR  B.  LAKES  AM)  CITRUS  GROVES 


LAKE LAUD  —  Highlands  City  —  Bartow  --  EagLe  Lake  -- 
Eloise  —  Winter  Haven  —  Lucerne  Park  —  Haines  City  -- 
Lake  Alfred  —  Auburn dale  --  Lakeland. 

Jj 

Main  tour,  63.5  m. 

State  2,  widened  and  newly  paved  to  Bartow.  US  17,  between 
Bartow  and  Haines  City,  bumpy,  poorly  paved  and  having  many 
dangerous  curves  and  intersections.  Caution  should  be 
used  on  this  part  of  the  tour.  US  92  from  Haines  City  to 
Lakeland  newly  paved  scenic,  arterial  speedway  having  few 
dangerous  intersecti ons.  •  Hotel  accommodations  all  along 
route. 

Tour  B.  runs  through  miles  of  citrus  groves  that  blossom  in 
the  early  Spring.  Many  of  these  groves  are  of  the  Valencia 
variety  of  orange,  late  in  maturing,  and  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  see  the  trees  covered  at  the  same  time  with  new  foliage 
ripe  golden  fruit  and  white  blossoms.  The  green  foliage 
and  the  white  blossoms  present  not  only  a  beautiful  picture, 
but  the  fragrance  of  the  flowers  pervades  the  atmosphere  along 
the  highway. 

Passing  through  the  county  sect  at  Bartow,  the  tour 
continues  through  Winter  Haven,  the  ’’City  of  a  Hundred  Lakes”. 
As  the  lakes  nestle  among  the  miles  on  miles  of  citrus  groves 
and  emerald  foliage,  the  scene  appeal's  to  be  an  exquisite 
piece  of  jewelry,  gem-studded  on  a  field  of  ga?een,  with  the 
ripening  fruit  showing  like  specks  of  gold  among  the  gems. 
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A  side  trip  to  the  famous  Cypress  Gardens  is  included. 

A  portion  of  the  tour  passes  over  the  famous  "Scenic 
Highlands”  or  ”up  one  hill  and  down  another." 

At  Lakeland  post  office  go  two  blocks  S.  on  Tennessee  Ave. 

Turn  (L)  on  East  Lime  and  continue  to  Ingraham  Ave. 

Stop.  Three  roads  converge  at  this  point.  Take  middle  road 
and  continue  on  Prances  Hoad  end  Hollingsworth  Ave.  (State  2) 

At  1.8  m.  is  dangerous  junction  with  Lake  Hollingsworth 

Drive. 

At  2.1  m. (L)  is  a  junction  with  Bartow  Hoad  (State  2) 

At  2. 9  m.  (L)  is  a  junction  with  Crystal  Drive.  Take 
(E)  fork. 

GAPWAY  CEMETERY,  .1  m.  (L)  on  Crystal 
Drive  is  Lakeland's  oldest  burying  ground.  It 
received  its  name  from  the  old  Gapway  church 
attended  by  pioneers  in  this  region,  and  was 
established  about  1862.  Many  old  settlers  of 
Polk  County  are  buried  here. 

CEYSTAL  LAKE  BEACH,  1.0  m. ,  on  the  lake 
from  which  it  takes  its  name,  is  Lakeland's  most 
popular  bathing  beach.  The  property  is  privately 
owned  and  swimmers  are  charged  10^. 

There  is  also  a  dance  pavilion  and 
skating  rink  here. 

SPARLIH,  5. 1  m. ,  named  for  a  Mr.  Sparling  (developer), 
is  a  small  station  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Hailway.  The 
large  Mouser  Packing-  House  is  here. 

EATON  PARK,  4.7  m.  is  a  small  settlement  on  the  Atlantic 
Coast  Line  where  citrus  and  phosphate  are  the  chief  industries. 

At  5.8  m.  (E)  are  phosphate  dumps  and  active  mines 
bordering  the  road. 

OAK  HILL  BURIAL  PARK,  7.0  m.  is  Lakeland's  municipal  and 
most  modern  cemetery. 


Page  55 
PEC 


HIGHLANDS  CITY,  8.1  m.  is  the  site  of  large  citrus 
packing  houses  and  a  canning  plant.  It  was  until  recent 
years  known  as  Haskell,  that  being  the  name  of  he  station 
established  there  when  the  "Pemberton  Perry"  railroad  was 
built  south  to  Bartow.  This  was  a  an all  line  build  chiefly 
for  handling  phosphate. 

Prom  Highlands  City  for  seven  miles  the  highway  passes 
oisrer  rolling  lands  and  through  dense  hammock  lands  and  scenic 
swamps. 

At  12.2  jn.  (L)  is  a  steeply  banked  light-angle  curve. 
CAUTION.  xhe  highway  is  bordered  at  this  point  by  some  of 
the  largest  and  most  prosperous  cabbage  farms  in  the  state. 

At  15.7  m.  (H)  is  a  steeply  banked  right-angle  curve. 
CAUTION. 

At  14.1  m.  (L)  is  a  junction  with  US  17.  A  stop  light 
here  marks  the  city  limits  of  Bartow. 

BARTOW,  15.1  m.  (5,835  pop. ) (known  as  the  "City  of  Oaks") 
is  the  county  seat  of  Polk  County  and  named  for  Prancis  P. 
Bartow,  the  Confederate  General. 

Once  the  domaii/of  Florida's  Cattle  King,  later  hub  of 
a  territory  that  supplies  80%  of  the  phosphate  of  America  and 
25%  of  the  state's  citrus  fruit  crop,  Bartow,  conforming  to 
its  stately  homes  and  venerable  oaks,  is  a  conservative  city 
situated  at  the  cross  roads  of  the  state. 

It  is  a  quiet  place  free  from  the  rush  and  noise  of  more 
commercialized  communities.  For  years  tourists  were  not 
sought  but  of  late  3artow  has  made  many  concessions  to  its 
winter  visitors;  such  as  its  municipal  golf  course  and  new 
trailer  car  camp,  augmented  recently  by  Federal -build  Civic 
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Center  with  Club  House,  swimming  pool,  aid  shuffle  hoard,  roque 
and  tennis  courts. 

The  level  expanse  of  hammock  land  which  is  the  site 
of  Bartow  was  first  known  as  rort  Blount  ,  prominent  during 
the  last  Seminole  War.  The  territory  was  first  settled 
by  a  handful  of  planters  and  their  slaves  in  1851.  In  the 
Negro  settlement,  housing  a  third  of  Bartow's  population. 


owned  by  the  city's  founders. 


Bedding  Blount  and  his  family,  and  Jacob  Summerlin 
were  among  the  outstanding  pioneers,  the  latter  becoming  one 
of  the  State's  leading  stockmen,  shipping  his  beef  to  Cuba 
from  a  wharf  at  Punta  Bassa,  75  miles  south.  Summerlin, 
the  town's  founder  created  Summerlin  Institute,  one-time 
leading  preparatory  school,  which  still  thrives  in  a  group  of 
age-mellowed  buildings. 

General  E.  M.  Law,  of  South  Carolina  who  was  a  Major 
General  in  the  Confederate  Armies,  and  was  for  years  prior  to 
his  death,  the  highest  ranking  officer  surviving,  moved  to 
Bartow  in  1893  and  founded  the  South  Florida  Military  Institute 
From  this  beginning  Bartow  has  had  the  distinction  of  furnish¬ 
ing  an  unusual  quota  of  commissioned  officers  in  the  United 
States  Army.  During  the  World  War,  in  addition  to  furnishing 
privates  and  non-coms  to  the  Army,  nearly  100  officers  came 
from  Bartow. 

Among  them  was  Major  General  A.  H.  Blanding,  who  has  had 
a  distinguished  career  on  the  Mexican  border  and  in  ther  World 
War,  and  now  holds  the  position  of  Chief  of  Militia  of  the 
United  States. 
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Upon  the  establishment  of  the  phosphate  industry, 
financially  interested  localities  collected  hig  dividends. 
Through  this,  plus  extensive  land  and  cattle  holdings, 

Bartow  was  once  reputed  the  richest  per  capita  of  Florida 
cities.  This  status  developed  exclusiveness  among  the 
citizenry,  which  is  still  somewhat  a  barrier  difficult  for 
transient  hurdling. 

City  Park,  spring  training  camp  for  the  Rochester 
Baseball  Club  of  the  International  League,  is  the  scene  of 
activity  each  March.  Swimming  pools  and  picnic  facilities 
are  provided  at  Mineral  Springs,  4,0  m. (S) 

The  Court  House  Square  is  in  the  center  of  the  city 
and  is  the  Mecca  of  visitors  from  nearby  towns  and  country. 
These  are  seen  lolling  bn  the  weathered  benches  in  the  shade 
of  the  wi de- spreading  oaks,  and  perchance  listening  to 
oratorical  bursts  of  the  lawyers  in  nearby  court-rooms. 

Return  to  W.  limits  of  Bartow  and  turn  R.  on  US  17  at 
stop  light. 

For  eleven  and  one -half  miles  beyond  US  17  twists  and 
turns  through  hills  and  swamps  following  the  contours  of  the 
many  lakes  in  the  region.  The  road  is  somewhat  narrow,  is 
bumpy,  in  spots,  and  has  many  dangerous  curves.  Observe 
extreme  caution  between  Bartow  and  Winter  Haven. 

At  17.5  m. are  narrow  bridges  in  poor  condition.  Many 
sharp  curves  obscured  by  dense  swamps.  CAUTIOH. 

At  19.1  m.  cross  rails  of  a  "phosphate  railroad".  As 
nearby  mines  are  active,  it  is  not  unusual  to  see  small 
locomotives  lugging  heavily  laden  gondolas  across  the  road. 

At  20.4  m.  is  a  dangerous  right-angle  curve.  CAUTIOH. 


Page  58 
PEC 


The  Eagle  Lake  bathing  beach  and.  pavilion,  20.8  m.  is 
well  equipped  and  is  one  of  the  mce  t  popular  resorts  in  the 
section.  (Admission  10c;  for  swimmers.  ) 

EAGLE  LAKE,  24. 0  m.  ( 590  pop.)  is  situated  on  the  east 
shore  of  the  lake  of  the  same  name.  There  are  several  lsrgd 
citrus  packing  houses  here. 

EL0I3E,  25.8  m.  is  a  small  community  on  the  outskirts 
of  Winter  Haven,  having  a  large  citrus  packing  plant. 

VIHTER  HA  VEIT,  29.6  m.  (5,527  pop.)  is  called  the  "City 
of  a  Hundred  Lakes"  as  there  are  97  to  be  exact,  within  a 
five  mile  radius. 

Hot  only  bordering  upon,  but  literally  sandwiched  among 
a  cluster  of  lakes,  foiirteen  of  which  are  linked  by  canals. 
Winter  Haven  outdoes  Venice  by  providing  both  water  and  land 
tours  of  the  appropriately  named  city.  Connected  waterways 
offer  a  50  mile  boat  trip  through  a  secii-tropical  region 
that  includes  Cypress  Gardens,  a  one  time  swamp,  but  now  a 
masterpiece  of  horticultural  landscaping.  Boats  sgre  rented 
at  the  landing  on  Lake  Howard,  foot  of  Central  avenue.  The 
trip  through  the  lakes  costs  $1.00  a  passenger.  The  motorist 
can  travel  over  a  labyrinth  of  highways  skirting  the  scalloped 
shores  of  the  lakes  for  fifteen  miles  within  city  limits. 

territory  not  occupied  by  the  municipality  and  the  lakes 
that  glorify  it,  is  devoted  to  citrus  culture.  A  rich  truck 
garden  center  at  tie  turn  of  the  century,  the  land  still 
produces  a  large  quota  of  winter  vegetables;  but  orange,  grape¬ 
fruit,  and  tangerine  groves  now  dominate.  The  great  citrus 
crop  has  given  the  city  nine  packing  houses,  (one  the  largest 
in  the  world),  and  three  fruit  canning  plants. 
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In  recognition,  the  State  Agriculture  Department 
maintains  an  experimental  laboratory  and  training  school  for 
the  benefit  of  the  citrus  industry. 

One  of  Florida's  mid-winter  attractions,  the  Orange 
Festival  is  held  in  Winter  Haven,  six  days  during  the  last 
week  in  January.  (Admission  25tf  for  children  and  50^  for 
adults. ) 

Each  year.  Third  street  is  fenced  off  and  temporary 
buildings  are  constructed  to  house  the  many  exhibits  of 
general  citrus  fruits,  and  by  products,  such  as  candies, 
juices  and  jellies.  The  State  experiment  station  at  Lake 
Alfred  exhibits  citrus  in  various  experimental  stages,  hybrid 
fruits,  and  specimens  of  citrus  diseases.  Also  on  display  are 
the  latest  horticultural  equipment,  insecticides  and  fertilizers* 
As  a  climax  to  the  festival,  a  queen  is  chosen  and  her 
coronation  is  made  a  colorful  ceremony.  A  grand  parade  of 
citrus  floats,  and  entries  from  all  sections  of  the  state 
follows  the  coronation*. 

A  water  carnival  on  Lake  Silver  includes  sail  boat  and 
power  boat  contests. 

Out  of  all  proportion  to  a  city  of  5,000  population, 
towers  Haven  Hotel,  a  landmark  in  a  terraced  setting  overlook¬ 
ing  iake  Howard,  representing  a  notable  exception  in  that  it 
was  built  by  civic  enterprise  four  years  before  the  boom  period. 
And  in  connection  with  the  last  major  piece  of  railroad 
construction  in  the  United  States,  (the  Seaboard's  cross-state 
link  between  Tampa  and  the  Palm  Beaches),  the  town  acquired  an 
imposing  Spanish  type  station. 
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The  recreational  center  is  the  City  Park  with  its  usual 
facilities  for  outdoor  sports  and  sedentary  pursuits.  The 
nearby  municipal  hall  park(where  the  Philadelphia  Club  of  the 
national  League  trains  during  March  and  exhibition  games  are 
played)  is  interesting  for  its  flame-vine  wall  which  Ripley 
picture  as  the  only  living  fence  in  the  world.  The 
municipal  bathing  is  on  Lake  Silver;  and  the  municipal  pier 
jutting  into  Lake  Howard  is  the  headquarters  for  boating 
and  fishing  enthusiasts  and  the  starting  point  for  most  water 
tours. 

Also  on  Lake  Howard,  amid  its  Palm  Isles,  newsreel 
cameramen  shoot  leaping  aquaplanes  and  other  daredevil  water 
exhibitions  that  reach  the  movie  screens  of  the  nation.  And 
along  the  notth  banks  of  the  lake,  sheltered  by  ancient  oaks, 
is  Lover's  Lane,  where  thirty  years  ago  deer  were  hunted  — 
and  dears  meet  today. 

Lake  Martha  Park  contains  rare  varieties  of  flowering 
tropical  trees;  and  along  Central  avenue  and  Lake  Elbert  Drive, 
principal  city  throughf ares ,  the  mountain  ebony  is  in  full 
orchidlike  bloom  during  March. 

Winter  Haven's  golf  course,  notable  as  the  only  one 
built  in  the  United  States  during  panic  year  1952,  and  the 
older  course  at  Plorence  Villa,  a  few  miles  north  are  both  of 
18  holes.  A  nine-hole  course  is  laid  out  on  the  Lake  Region 
Hotel  grounds.  All  are  made  formidable  by  rolling  fairways, 
numerous  water  hazards  and  many  elevated  tees  and  greens. 

Public  admitted.  Greens  fees  from  76^  to  $3i.00. 

The  Chain-^o'  Lakes  Trail,  a  15-mile  loop  around  the  city 
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and  encircling  nine  of  the  nearby  lakes,  starts  at  tie  big 
green  and  white  arrow  in  the  center  of t he  business  district 
and  is  plainly  marked  by  them  enroute.  . 

Presh-water  fishing  is  the  outstanding  sport  of  the 
community*  Big-mouthed  bass,  crap  ies,  per  Mi  and  bream  are 
plentiful,  and  there  are  no  restrictions  except  those  imposed 
by  the  State.  The  Pish  and  Game  Department  of  Plorida 
maintains  a  breeding  station  at  Winter  Haven,  from  which  lakes 
in  the  vicinity  and  throughout  the  State  are  stocked. 

Winter  Haven  was  platted  as  a  townsite  in  1885;  but  it 
was  largely  through  the  efforts  and  enthusiasm  of  Dr .P.W. Inmman, 
regarded  as  father  of  cooperative  marketing,  that  it  achieved 
prominence  and  grew  in  population. 

Inman’s  hotel,  plantation  Home,  situated  in  a  small  town 
by  that  name ,  became  a  popular  and  fashionable  resort.  Wealthy 
guests  acquired  land  in  the  territory,  planted  large  groves, 
organised  packing  establishments  and  built  palatial  homes. 

Among  them  were  the  founders  of  the  exclusive  millionaire 
colony  at  Mountain  Lake  near  Lake  Wales. 

The  beautiful  and  unusual  Plorida  Cypress  Gardens  lie 
qjrust  outside  of  Winter  Haven  on  the  road  to  the  Bok  Tower. 

(See  Tour  C) 

At  29.6  m.  is  a  junction  of  US  17  and  State  2.  (R)  on 

State  2. 

PLOEEUCE  VILLA,  29.9  m. (L.OOC  pop.)  is  principally  a 
section  of  homes  owned  by  winter  visitors,  although  two 
large  pa  eking  houses  give  employment  for  permanent  residents. 

The  Florence  Growers  Citrus  Association  packing  house  is  the 
largest. 
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LUCERUE  PARK,  34, 9  m.  ,  (named  for  Lucerne  Lake  whose 
shores  it  borders)  is  a  citrus  packing  center  owned  by  the 
International  Fruit  Company.  There  are  miles  of  grapefruit 
and  other  citrus  in  this  locality. 

At  40.0  m.  (R)  is  a  junction  of  US  17  and  US  92.  This 
junction  occurs  within  the  western  city  limits  of  Haines  City. 

HAIBES  CITY,  40.5  m.  (3,500  pop.)  is  called  the  "Gate 
Way  to  the  Scenic  Highway. "It  was  named  originally  "Clay  Cut" 
but  in  1887  ^Haines  City"  was  adopted  for  Colonel  Henry  Haines, 
an  of  icial  of  the  South  Florida  railroad.  There  is  a  story 
that  there  was  difficulty  in  getting  the  railroad  to  stop  its 
trains  at  this  point,  and  the  tactful  act  of  naming  it  for 
the  official  enlisted  his  good  offices,  and  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  the  station. 

This  prosperous  citrus  center  is  located  at  main  cross 
roads  for  railroads  and  highways,  and  situated  on  rolling  hills 
having  a  maximum  elevation  of  166  feet.  A  surprising  vista 
of  miles  of  continuous  orange  groves,  sky-blue  lakes,  and  green- 
clad  hills  is  seen  from  the  high  vantage  point  of  the  town. 

The  Florida  Military  Institute  is  located  here  and  has 
a  six  acre  campus  near  Lake  Eva.  Full  college  preparatory 
courses  are  taught  to  the  100  cadets  enrolled. 

A  golf  course  (75/  fee),  tennis  courts,  a  municipal 
bathing  beach  on  Lake  Eva,  with  free  dressing  room  facilities 
and  life  guard  service,  fishing  and  boating  in  its  several 
lakes  are  among  its  recreational  facilities.  Haines  City  is 
also  the  training  ground  for  the  Toronto  baseball  team  of  the 
International  League. 
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At  Haines  City  turn  W.  on  U3  92. 

LAKE  ALFRED,  47.6  m.  (842  pop.  )  is  located  on  a 
■beautiful  lake  of  the  same  name.  First  known  as  Bartow 
Junction,  when  it  was  a  terminus  for  branch  railroad  line 
from  Bart ow,  it  later  was  named  Chubb  for  one  of  the  first 
postmasters.  In  1910,  a  group  of  capitalists  from  Fargo, 

U.D. ,  purchased  a  large  tract  in  the  locality  and  changed  the 
name  to  Fargo.  Finally,  Lake  Alfred  was  given  its  present  na 
name  in  honor  of  Alfred  Parslow,  a  pioneer  citizen  and 
railroad  prospector. 

A  wonderful  transformation  has  been  effected  in  Lake 

Alfred  in  recent  years  and  it  has  grown  from  a  crude  "way" 

station  to  a  beautiful  and  progressive  community.  Men  and 

concerns  of  wealth  and  influence  have  become  interested  in 

the  locality.  Among  these  are  the  Mexican  Crude  Rubber  Co. , 

which  has  650  acres  in  citrus  groves,  besides  large  holdings 

* 

of  citrus  land,  and  Alexander  Mackay,  who  has  also  made  large 
investments  in  Lake  Alfred. 

There  is  a  municipally  ov/ned  bathing  beach  and  bath 
house  on  Lake  Alfred  that  is  open  to  the  public.  (Admission 

free} .  Fishing  and  boating  are  additional  recreational 

) 

facilities. 

LAKE  ROCHELLE,  48.8  m.  is  a  lake  well  stocked  with 
bass  and  bream.  Boats  are  for  hire  at  25$/  an  hour. 

AUBURl'ILALE ,  52.9  m.  (1669  pop.)  is  a  city  located  on 
the  level  and  gently  rolling  terrain  at  the  south  shore  of 

Lake  Ariana  (See  Tour  A  page  _ ) 

LAKELAHL,  64.5  m. 
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TOUR  C.  PHOSPHATE ,  SCENIC  HIGHLANDS ,  BOH  TONER  and 

CYPRESS  GARDENS 

LAKELAND  —  Mulberry  --  Brewster  —  Port  Meade  — «•  Prostproof  — 
Lake  Wales  — •  Dundee  --  Winter  Haven  --  Auburn  dale  — Lakeland. 

Main  tour,  109  m. 

State  34  improved  road  having  a  slag  finish  in  fair  condition. 
Many  dangerous  curves.  State  30  somewhat  narrow  hut  in  good 
conditicn.  State  8  or  "Scenic  Highlands  Route"  is  well  paved 
hut  tortuous,  being  constructed  to  accommodate  the  undulations 
of  the  surface  along  the  Ridge.  Many  sharp  turns  and  blind 
crossings.  CAUTION.  US  92  newly  paved,  arterial  speedway 
having  few  dangerous  intersections.  Hotel  accommodations 
along  route. 

Tour  C  passes  through  the  heart  of  ihe  land  pebble 
phosphate  region,  by  historic  Port  Meade,  and  over  the  "Scenic 
Highlands  Route"  to  the  great  citrus  cities  of  Prostproof  and 
Lake  7/ales. 

The  latter  part  of  the  tour  follows  the  Ridge  or  back¬ 
bone  of  Plorida  which  has  an  abrupt  declination  on  the  east, 
into  the  valley  of  the  Kissimmee ,  and  on  the  west,  into  the 
valley  of  the  Peace  River.  Topographically  the  Ridge 
resembles  the  foothills  of  the  Blue  Ridge  mountains  with 
lakes  occupying  the  depressions  between  the  hills  or 
nestling  in  the  crowns.  The  elevations  of  the  Ridge  range 
from  a  minimum  of  150  feet  to  325  feet  at  Iron  Mountain,  the 
highest  point  ih  Plorida.  Beautiful  panoramic  views  are 
seen  in  this  portion  of  the  tour. 

Bok  Tower  and  the  Plorida  Cypress  Gardens  are  included 
in  Tour  C. 

At  Lakeland  post  office  go  W.  1  block  to  Plorida  Ave. 

Turn  (L)  on  Plorida  Ave. 

Holiness  Tabernacle  2.9  m. is  the  site  of  an  annual 
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interdenominational  meeting  of  various  churches. 

At  5.7  m.  is  the  terminus  of  Plorida  Ave.  Take  (R) 

fork. 

Por  twenty- three  miles  the  highway  parallels  the 
Atlantic  Coast  Line  and  Charlotte  Harbor  an 3.  Northern  Railroads 
and  runs  through  level  country  much  broken  by  phosphate  mining 
excavations  and  by  overburden  dumps,  some  mounds  of  vhich 
assume  the  proportions  of  hills.  Artificial  lakes  produced 
by  mining  operations  are  seen  throughout  this  section  of  the 
tour,  which  passes  through  a  region  producing  more  than  half 
the  commercial  phosphate  of  the  world. 

MEDULLA  6.8  m.  is  one  of  the  oldest  communities  of  Polk 
County.  The  Southern  Phosphate  Corporation  has  extensive 
operations  here,  which  may  be  seen  from  the  road. 

MULBERRY,  11.9  m.  (1774  pop.)  lies  in  the  heart  of  the 
land  pebble  phosphate  region,  and  was  the  scene  of  the  earliest 
mining  operations  on  a  large  scale.  Before  any  railroad 
station  had  been  constructed,  goods  were  unloaded  from  trains 
at  the  site  of  Mulberry  and  at  a  point  where  a  mulberry  tree 
stood.  Freight  was  frequently  marked  "Put  Off  at  the  Big 
Mulberry  Tree."  When  the  railroad  built  a  station,  it  was 
quite  natural  that  it  should  have  been  called  Mulberry.  Later 
the  postal  authorities  adopted  the  same  name. 

This  famous  mulberry  tree  still  stands  although  it  has 
been  struck  by  lightning,  riddled  by  bullets,  and  it  is  said 
that  at  least  one  Negro  was  swung  from  its  limbs.  The  city 
authorities  have  attended  this  tree  in  recent  years,  and  it 
bids  fair  to  remain  an  object  of  historic  interest  for  some 
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The  early  period  of  Mulberry's  history  was  comparable 
to  the  rough  life  of  western  mining  towns,  filled  as  it  was 
with  adventurous  and  reckless  characters.  Polk  County  was 
legally  dry  and  "blind  tigers"  where  intoxicants  were  sold 
were  numerous.  Eights  were  frequent  and  murder  was  not 
uncommon.  While  the  World  War  was  in  progress,  an  effort 
was  made  to  unionize  the  mining  employees,  resulting  in 
shut-outs  and  strikes  and  boycotts.  The  greater  part  of 
the  phosphate  mining  area  was  dominated  largely  by  striking 
employees.  Mining  operations  practically  ceased  and 
phosphate  plants  and  properties  were  protected  by  armed 
guards.  Almost  everyone  entering  the  area  was  under  the 
surveillance  of  one  group  or  the  other.  Incidents  of 
violence  occurred  daily.  Many  people  were  shot  and  some 
mercilessly  beaten.  Labor  saving  machinery  gradually  displaced 
employees  and  when  the  strike  was  finally  broken  fewer 
employees  were  required.  As  the  rowdy  element  left  Mulberry, 
it  grew  into  a  peaceful  industrial  community. 

Mining  operations  in  Mulberry  did  not  begin  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  1890's,  since  which  time  many  acres  have 
been  mined. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  phosphate 
deposits  in  Florida:  The  river  pebble  in  Peace 
and  Alafia  River  valleys;  the  hard  rock  in 
north  central  Florida,  forming  a  belt  parallel 
to  the  gulf  coast  for  about  100  miles;  and  land 
pebble,  in  a  50-mile  strip  several  miles  wide 
which  centers  around  Mulberry  and  extends  into 
LeSoto  county  on  one  side  a,.d  Hillsborough  on  the 
othe  r. 

River  pebble  mining  was  first  attempted 
but  shortly  gave  way  to  hard  rock  operations, 
which  in  turn  were  superseded  by  operations  in 
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pebble  area,  which  includes  Mulberry,  Bartow, 
Brewster,  Pierce  and  lliehols  in  Polk  County, 
and  Coronet  in  Hillsborough. 

Pebble  phosphate  is  found  deposited  on 
bed  rock,  some  20  or  25  feet  below  the  surface. 
Mixed  with  sand  and  clay  it  is  hydraulically 
mined  and  pumped  to  a  washer  where  extraneous 
matter  is  removed.  Electrically  vibrated 
screens  separate  phosphate  and  sand,  and  the 
former  trhen  is  dried  in  long  rotating  cylinders 
heated  by  oil-fired  furnaces. 

The  earlier  methods  of  phosphate  mining 
were  somewhat  wasteful  but  in  later  years 
improvements  have  been  made.  The  "tailings” 
or  refuse  left  after  the  old  methods  of  washing 
are  now  being  reworked  under  a  new  process  called 
"flotation".  This  secret  process  is  daily 
salvaging  hundreds  of  tons  of  workings  left  by 
the  old  style  washing. 

The  phosphorus  in  raw  phosphate  as  it 
comes  from  the  mine  Is  not  readily  soluble  in 
water  and  therefore  cannot  be  assimilated  by 
plants  but  becomes  slowly  available  when  stirred 
into  the  soil.  The  process  most  commonly  used 
for  rendering  the  phosphorus  immediately 
effective  is  that  of  tre  ating  it  with  acid.  This 
is  not  done  at  the  phosphate  mine  but  at  fertilizer 
plants  to  which  the  phosphate  is  shipped.  More 
than  90 %  of  the  phosphate  produced  is  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  commercial  fertilizers.  The 
remainder  is  used  chiefly  in  the  preparation  of 
baking  and  cleansing  powders. 

The  prehistoric  origin  of  the  rich 
deposits  cannot  be  definitely  traced,  but 
geologists  say  that  hey  date  back  to  the 
comparatively  recent  Pliocene,  or  possibly  later 
Miocene  period.  Much  of  Florida  at  that  time 
had  not  emerged  from  the  sea,  and  the  geological 
strata  show  traces  of  both  sea  and  primitive 
animal  life. 

The  largest  phosphate  plant  near  Mulberry  is  that  of  the 
International  Agricultural  Corporation  which  mines  53 fo  of  the 
phpsphate  in  the  region.  This  company  and  other  smaller 
ones  have  donated  to  Mulberry  many  fossilized  remains  of 
animals  which  became  extinct  in  remote  ages.  Among  these 
fossils  are  those  of  the  four-tusked  mastodon,  the  imperial 
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mammoth,  camel,  three-to ed  horse ,  armadillo,  giant  wolf, 
and  the  saber-toothed  tiger.  These  fossils  are  displayed 
in  glass  cases  in  the  center  of  Mulberry.  The  exhibit  is 
open  to  the  public  at  all  times.  (Admission  freej 

The  Alafia  Eiver  which  flows  westward  into  Tampa  Bay 
has  its  source  near  Mulberry.  For  years  the  small  phosphate 
pebbles  have  rolled  down  this  water  course  and  have  formed 
rich  deposits  as  far  west  as  Gibsonton  at  the  mouth  of  Tampa 
Bay.  The  lakes  which  occupy  abandoned  phosphate  pits 
quickly  become  stocked  with  bass  and  bream  afford  good 
opportunities  for  fishermen.  However,  as  most  of  these 
pools  are  on  private  property,  permission  to  fish  must  be 
obtained  from  the  owner. 

PIEHCE,  16.2  m.  (500  pop.)  is  an  attractive  mining 
village  owned  by  the  American  Agricultural  Chemical  Company 
which  mines  20%  of  the  pebble  phosphate  produced  in  the 
region.  The  town  was  built  in  1927  for  occupancy  by  the 
employees  of  the  mine.  There  are  225  homes,  three  apartment 
houses  and  a  hotel  in  the  town,  with  separate  sections  of  the 
village  for  white  and  Negro  employees.  Water  furnished 
from  a  well  800  feet  deep,  electric  lights,  sanitary  sewerage, 
daily  garbage  collection  and  a  street  cleaning  and  maintenance 
division,  are  services  provided  by  the  company.  Cleanliness 
and  neatness  in  yards  are  insisted  upon  to  the  extent  that 
Pierce  is  often  referred  to  as  the  cleanest  town  in  Florida. 

In  addition  to  two  community  halls  where  moving  pictures 
and  other  entertainment  is  presented  there  is  an  amusement 
park  containing  usual  recreational  facilities.  The  colony 

has  two  churches  and  also  public  schools  teaching  Junior  and 
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High  School  subjects  to  each  race.  A  modern  hospital 
with  a  resident  physician  and  a  trained  nurse  is  provided. 

BRADLEY  JUNCTION,  19.9  m.  is  a  small  phosphate  town. 

BREWSTER,  25.0  m.  is  another  "Spotless  Tom"  whose 
chief  attraction  is  the  Amalgamated  Phosphate  Company,  which 
mines  10 fa  of  the  phosphate  in  the  vicinity.  It  is  marked 
by  nicely  laid  out  streets,  attractive  homes  and  unusually 
good  sanitary  conditions. 

The  highway  turns  due  E.  at  Brewster  and  runs  for 
thirteen  miles  over  an  old  asphalt  road  which  is  in  poor 
condition  and  somewhat  bumpy.  This  section  of  the  tour 
passes  by  many  mining  excavations  and  abandoned  phosphate 
dumps.  The  cut  over  pine  forests  bordering  the  road  presents 
a  desolate  scene,  with  no  living  creatures  in  sight  except  for 
a  few  disconsolate  steers  who  seem  to  have  oeen  constructed 
more  for  speed  than  beef.  Hammocks  and  bayheads  along  the 
route  give  some  variety. 

POST  MEADE,  55. 9  m. (1997  pop.)  is  probably  the  oldest 
settlement  in  the  country.  During  the  Indian  Wars  the  value 
of  the  location  as  a  military  base  was  recognized  and  a  fort 
was  constructed  which  was  known  as  Port  Clinch.  It  was 
established  in  1849  and  abandoned  in  1854.  It  was  reoccupied 
during  the  Second  Seminole  War  between  1856  and  1857  and  was 
given  the  name  Port  Meade  for  George  Gordon  Meade,  2nd  Lt. , 
Topographical  Engineers,  as  a  reward  for  finding  the 
abandoned  site  of  Port  Clinch  after  others  had  failed.  Meade 
later  became  the  commander  of  the  United  States  Army  at 
Gettysburg. 
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In  1856  there  were  several  hot  engagements  with  the 
Seminoles  near  the  fort  and  the  settlers  rushed  to  the 
block-house  for  protection.  In  one  skirmish,  Lt. Carlton 
(great  grandfather  of  Gov.  Doyle  E.  Carlton)  was  killed. 

Later  the  pioneers  took  up  lands  near  the  fort  when  things 
had  quieted  down.  The  old  Port  and  Barracks  were  again 
abandoned  in  1890,  and  an  attractive  residence  and  orange 
grove  constituting  the  home  of  L.  A.  Morgan,  now  occupies 
the  site  of  the  early  fortifications.  The  town  of  Port 
Meade  soon  came  into  existence  and  for  many  years  was  an 
important  trading  post  for  the  territory.  The  traffic  in 
alligator  hides  centered  in  the  town,  and  in  1881  Phillip 
Dzialynski  had  the  contract  to  supply  5,000  'gator  hides 
to  a  leather  firm  in  Paris. 

Ih  1895  a  vast  tobacco  growing  project  was  promoted  and 
Cubans  to  work  the  crop  were  imported.  The  enterprise  was 
not  a  success,  and  a  financial  depression  hit  Port  Meade  which 
was  the  severest  ever  known  to  that  place.  Fortunately  the 
phosphate  boom  soon  succeeded  it  and  Tiger  Bay  mine  and  Jane 
Jay  were  built.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  activity  in  the 
new  industry,  but  since  the  cessation  of  phosphate  mining  in 
the  vicinity,  Port  Meade  is  again  becoming  an  agricultural 
center.  Large  farms  of  winter  vegetables,  strawberries  and 
watermelons  bring  small  fortunes  to  the  growers.  Almost 
every  farm  has  a  citrus  grove  that  also  brings  in  an  annual 
income . 

The  present  population  of  Port  Meade  is  composed 
principally  of  the  third  and  fourth  generations  of  the  original 
pioneers.  Names  of  the  first  settlers,  such  as  the  Durrances, 
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Carltons,  Tillis’,  Hollingsworths  and  the  Parkers  still 
survive  in  their  descendants. 

PEACE  RIVER,  57.5  m.  is  crossed  here  h y  a  modern 
highway  "bridge.  Peace  River  is  a  corruption  of  the  original 
name  "Pease  Creek"  which  name  was  given  it  "because  of  the 
wild  peas  which  gr ew  in  great  profusion  along  its  course. 

At  this  point  on  the  highway  was  the  original  settlement 
of  Port  Meade,.,  known  also  in  1858  as  "Peas  Creek".  This 
section  on  the  W.  bank  (about  twenty  miles  square)  also  was 
known  as  "The  Deadening",  from  the  fact  that  all  large  trees 
in  the  vicinity  had  died  at  an  early  period.  Indian  tradition 
has  it  that  once  a  great  hail-storm  so  brui&ed  the  bark  of  the 
trees  that  tree-boring  insects  gained  a  foothold  and  killed 
them  aL  1. 

On  moonlight  nights,  with  the  air  heavy  with  scent  of 
magnolia  and  bay,  and  the  murmur  of  the  softly  falling  water 
broken  only  by  the  liquid  notes  of  the  vfo  ip -poor -will;  "Peace 
River,"  river  of  quiet  and  meditation,  has  indeed  an 
appropriate  name. 

PORT  MEADE  SPRINGS,  57.4  m.  (Admission  to  pool  10</)  is 
a  modern  swimming  pool,  and  dance  hall.  All  bathing 
facilities  here. 

At  40.9  m.  (R)  on  unmarked  road. 

At  44.1  m.  (L)  on  unmarked  road. 

Por  seven  miles  beyond  the  highway  makes  the  gradual 
ascent  to  the  Ridge  Section, and  runs  straight  E.  through 
rolling  lands  planted  in  citrus  groves. 

w/EST  PR0STPR00P,  51.5  m.  is  a  small  development  with  a 
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Seaboard  Airline  A ail way  station  on  the  YA  bank  of  Clinch 
Lake.  There  is  a  dangerous  railroad  crossing  here. 

For  five  miles  beyond,  the  highway  twists  and  turns, 
following  the  contours  of  the  lakes.  Although  this 
section  is  one  of  the  most  colorful  on  the  tour,  it  passes 
many  blind  crossings,  hidden  right  angle  turns,  and  is 
dangerous  to  the  careless  driver. 

FBOSTPBOOF,  56.2  m.  (1,632  pop.  )  is  the  greatest  citrus 
center  of  the  Bidge  and  ranks  third  in  Polk  County  in  citrus 
production.  The  name  is  said  to  have  been  given  it  by  cow¬ 
boys  who  noticed  that  even  in  the  coldest  weather  the  locality 
was  free  from  frost. 

General  Clinch,  who  commanded  military  forces  in  Florida 
during  the  Seminole  War  of  1835-1842,  established  a  fortifica¬ 
tion  on  the  northwest  shore  of  the  lake  that  bears  his  name. 
The  present  town  of  Frostproof  occupies  an  isthmus  between 
Lake  Clinch  on  the  W.  ard  Lake  Seedy  on  the  E. 

An  old  Indian  tradition  has  it  that  an  immense  lake 
serpent  has  haunted  Clinch  Lake  since  the  dawn  of  the  world. 

As  late  as  1907,  several  residents  of  Frostproof  declared 
that  they  had  seen  this  thirty  foot  monster  disporting 
itself  in  the  limpid  waters  of  the  pool. 

For  awhile  after  the  apparition  was  seen,  fishing  in 
Clinch  Lake  languished,  but  finally  a  few  courageous  fisher¬ 
men  again  dared  to  wet  a  line  in  the  serpent’s  habitat  and 
were  not  molested. 

So  today  Clinch  Lake  is  again  a  favorite  fishing  spot. 
Boats  for  hire  at  25c'  an  hour.  Heavy  tackle  is  advised. 
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The  great  citrus  groves  adjacent  to  Frostproof  supply 
the  seven  packing  houses  and  two  modern  canneries  operating 
in  the  city. 

Continue  IT.  on  State  8  or  "Scenic  Highlands  Router 

BABS01T  PARK,  65,8m,  is  an  exclusive  colony  on  the 
shores  of  lake  Caloosa  or  Crooked  Lake.  This  lake  is  about 
nine  miles  long  and  has  a  very  tortious  shore  line.  Bluffs 
along  its  northern  and  eastern  shores  presents  magnificent 
views,  as  these  hillsides  are  dotted  with  beautiful  homes 
and  gardens. 

Many  fine  bathing  beaches  are  along  the  shores  but  most 
of  these  are  privately  owned  and  visitors  are  not  encouraged. 

Babson  Park  was  formerly  known  as  Crooked  lake  but  when 
Roger  W.  Babson  economist  and  statistician,  purchased  400 
acres  on  the  lake  in  1925  the  name  of  the  town  was  changed  to 
its  present  form. 

The  Florida  Branch  of  Webber  College  in  Massachusetts, 
is  located  at  Babson  Park.  It  was  founded  by  Mrs.  Roger 
Babson  as  a  Woman's  School  of  Economics.  A  winter  forum  and 
the  Scenic  Highlands  Business  Conference  are  held  here  each 
winter.  Conference  spe  kers  are  of  national  prominence. 

Campus  facilities  include  bridle  paths,  tennis  courts, 
lawn  bowling,  and  an  18-hole  golf  course  (for  members  only).* 

Babson  Park  Yacht  and  Golf  Club,  on  the  shore  of  lake 
Caloosa  has  a  9-hole  golf  course,  (for  members  only),  tennis 
and  shuffleboard  courts,  and  facilities  for  bathing,  boating 
and  fishing. 

Citrus  culture  is  the  principal  industry  in  the 
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community,  and  a  lemon  grove  of  200  acres  recently  planted 
near  the  colony  is  said  to  he  the  largest  lemon  grove  in  the 
world. 


For  eight  miles  beyond,  the  highway  runs  along  a  rolling 
and  twisted  terrain  passing  by  dense  stands  of  yellow  pine 
and  luxuriant  citrus  groves.  Plant  life  such  as  rosemary 
shrub,  marberries,  coffee  bushes,  hickories,  magnolias,  and 
bay  (usually  found  in  moist  places)  flourish  on  the  dry  sand 
beds  along  the  crest  of  the  Ridge  and  present  a  picture  of  na¬ 
ture  inverted. 

LAKE  WALES  71. 8m.  (4,388  pop.)  is  the  home  of  Mountain 
Lake  Sanctuary  and  Bok  Tower;  of  Mountain  Lake  Estates  and  the 
Highland  Park  Club.  The  town  received  its  name  from  the 
Waels  family  who  settled  on  the  shores  of  the  Lake  which  bears 
their  name.  The  original  spelling  was  subsequently  changed 
to  "Wales". 

Lske  Wales  has  many  recreational  facilities  in  the  tourist 
center  located  on  Crystal  Lake.  There  are  three  golf  courses 
in  the  city.  Lake  Wales  Golf  Course,  18  holes  (fee  §1.00), 
Highland  Park,  18  holes  (fee  §2.00)  and  Mountain  lake  Club  18 
holes  (not  open  to  public). 

LEke  Wales  is  a  citrus  center  as  well  as  a  tourist  town 
and  claims  the  largest  fruit  packing  house  in  the  stater. 

(R)  on  State  79  6.6  m.  is  the  entrance  to 
3TE.  AHBE  SHRIKE  properties.  Turn  (R)  to  Chapel 

7.1  m.  ' 

The  shrine  was  built  in  1922  by  French- 
Canadians  who  settled  on  the  Lake  Ste.  _nne  shore. 
Since  then  semi-annual  pilgrj.  mages  have  been  made 
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to  it  and  as  many  as  fifteen  dignitaries  of  the 
Catholic  Church  have  assisted  in  conducting  the 
ceremonies.  In  1935  there  were  8,000  pilgrims 
that  visited  the  shrine,  besides  nearly  that  many 
sight-seers. 

With  its  sacred  relics,  its  chapel  in 
the  woods  and  its  French-Canadian  resident  colony, 
Ste.  Anne  Shrine  is  similar  to  Ste.  Anne  de  Beaupre 
of  Quebec.  It  is  ppen  throughout  the  year. 

At  72  .4  m.  is  intersection  of  State  8  and  Burns  Ave. 

(fi)  on  Burns  Ave.  Follow  signs  to 
Bok  Tower  5.0m.  On  the  crest  of  Iron  Mountain, 

— the  highest,  point  in  Florida  —  324  feet  above  sea 
level  —  the  Singing  Tower  at  Mountain  Lake 
Sanctuary  stands  as  a  monument  to  the  emigrant 
Butch  boy,  Edward  William  Bok,  who  succeeded  in  an 
unfamiliar  land,  and  to  his  appreciation  of  what 
his  adopted  country  made  possible  for  him  to  do. 
Thousands  of  people  journey  annually  to  Mountain 
Lake  to  hear  the  carillon,  the  most  lasting  of 
musical  instuments,  and  to  study  the  artistry  of 
the  magnificent  tower  that  houses  the  famed  bells. 
Created  to  provide  a  retreat  of  natural  beauty  for 
the  human,  a  refuge  for  birds,  a  study  of  southern 
plantings  and  a  harmonious  setting  for  the  carillon 
Mountain  Lake  Sanctuary  and  the  Singing  Tower  is 
the  late  Mr.  Bok's  gift  to  the  American  people.  It 
was  dedicated  and  presented  for  visitation  by  the 
late  Calvin  Coolidge,  President  of  the  United  States, 
February  first,  1929.  Subsequently  Mr.  Bok  died 
and  was  buried  in  a  crypt  at  the  base  of  the  Tower. 

The  Mountain  lake  Sanctuary  is  open  to  the 
public  daily  throughout  the  year  from  8  A.M.  to 
5  P.M.  Bo  admittance  is  charged,  but  there  is  a 
25^  parking  fee. 

Aecitals  are  given  each  season  by  Bell- 
master  Anton  Brees,  beginning  December  15  and  closing 
April  15.  The  regular  schedule  comprises  recitals 
on  Sundays  at  3  o’clock;  on  Tuesdays,  7/ednesdays 
and  Saturdays  at  noon;  midnight  recitals  on  Christ¬ 
mas  and  Hew  Year's  eve;  sunrise  service  Easter  Sunday 
one  full  moon  recital  at  9  o'clock  each  month  of 
December,  January,  February,  March  and  April  and 
special  music  on  the  birthdays  of  Washington,  Lin¬ 
coln,  and  Lee.  The  best  effects  of  the  carillon 
are  obtained  200  feet  from  the  tower. 

Iron  Mountain  was  once  a  sanctuary  for 
the  Indians  of  central  Florida  and  the  tribes 
worshipped  here  each  spring  in  their  ceremony  of  the 
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Eising  Sun.  Their  altar  stones  found  near  the 
Tower  site  showed  a  round  central  stone  circled 
by  13  smaller  stones,  indicating  the  sun  and 
thirteen  moons  of  the  Indian  year.  Encouraged 
by  Major  H.  M.  Nornabell,  director  of  the  Sanctuary 
and  Tower,  who,  in  anticipation  of  their  coming, 
provided  a  village  of  palmetto  thatched  huts  at 
the  edge  of  the  Sanctuary  and  assembled  a  large 
bed  of  Lamia  or  coontie  whose  roots  Seminoles 
fashion  bread,  also  a  bed  of  their  medicine  plant. 

Ilex  vomitoria  or  Yaupon,  the  Indians  again  hold 
an  annual  festival  on  Iron  Mountain.  On  March 
15  each  year  Seminoles  from  the  Florida  Everglades, 
garbed  in  the  most  colorful  of  their  native 
habiliments,  gather  at  the  Tower.  On  the  carillon 
program  rendered  for  the  occasion,  Mr.  Brees  plays 
ancient  songs  of  Seminole  origin. 

Like  a  great  folk  spiritual,  a  symphony 
in  stone,  featuring  simplicity  of  outline,  built 
of  native  materials,  an  expression  of  the  life  about 
it,  the  Sanctuary  Tower  is  an  idiom  of  true  American 
architecture,  and  yet  is  at  one  with  the  long 
tradition  of  singing  towers  and  their  particular 
meaning  to  o.ur  civilization.  The  Tower  rises  from 
its  foundation  base  of  51  feet  to  a  height  of  205 
feet,  changing  its  form  by  graceful  lines  at  a  point 
of  150  feet  until  it  becomes  octagonal.  its  eight 
windows  are  of  Gothic  lace  pattern  worked  in  facience, 
each  window  of  a  height  of  thirty-  five  feet;  behind 
these  are  suspended  the  bells.  The  first  structure 
is  of  steel  construction  to  the  top;  then  a  brick  waU 
beginning  at  base,  four  feet  four  inches  thick; 
finally,  as  the  outer  covering,  a  layer  of  grey  creole 
and  pink  marble  from  the  Georgia  quarries,  with  the 
base  up  to  150  feet  of  native  coquina  rock,  tan  in 
color,  first  used  hy  the  Spaniards  in  their  forts 
at  St.  Augustine.  It  is  the  perfect  blend  of  these 
mixtures  that  gives  the  shaft  its  soft  tone  of  beauty'* 
It  is  anchored  to  a  reinforced  concrete  mat 
supported  by  160  reinforced  concrete  piles. 

Many  details  of  the  Tower  are  masterpieces 
of  a  finely  conceived  symbolism.  The  spirit  of  the 
Sanctuary  is  legended  in  the  marble  grilles  of  the 
west  window  with  its  traceries  of  a  man  ereatingaa 
garden,  and  of  the  east  window  which  shows  a  youth 
feeding  cranes  and  flamingoes  from  a  seed  basket. 

The  frieze  encircling  the  Tower  is  a  relief  of 
pelicans,  herons  and  the  fabled  characters  of  the 
fox  and  goose,  the  hare  and  tortoise.  The  Great 
North  Boor  depicts  in  yellow  repousse,  as  in  a 
golden  blaze,  the  six  days  of  creation  recorded  in 
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Genesis.  The  moat  gates,  the  richly  detailed 
stairway  and  hanging  lamps  are  of  wrought  iron 
and  hammered  brass. 

The  sun-dial  carved  in  the  south  wall 
of  the  Tower  indicates  the  latitude  and  longitude 
of  Iron  Ilount ain.  It  is  known  as  an  Erect  Declining 
Dial  as  it  stands  vertically  at  an  exact  right  angle 
with  the  surface  of  the  earth  at  a  latitude  27 
degrees,  56  minutes,  10  seconds  and  does  not  face 
directly  south  hut  it  is  tilted  toward  the  east 
eith  a  declination  of  4  degrees  20  minutes.  The 
table  at  its  base  gives  the  difference  between  the 
sun  and  clock  time  for  each  day  in  this  latitude. 

The  curved  lines  crossing  the  dial  give  the  dates 
of  the  month.  A  projection  on  the  gnomon  casts 
a  shadow  which  follows  these  lines  on  the  dates 
given.  The  hours  are  shown  with  full  lines,  the 
half-hours  with  the  short  lines.  Surrounding  the 
dial  is  a  relief  of  the  figures  of  the  Zodiac  and 
their  ancient  mytholoical  characters. 

Carved  above  the  massive  fireplace  of 
the  Kail  which  occupies  the  entire  ground  floor 
of  the  Tower,  is  a  map  showing  the  geographical 
location  of  the  prevailing  wind,  he p tune  and  his 
sea  horses,  and  to  the  east,  a  ship  bringing  seekers 
of  the  Sanctuary  from  distant  lands.  On  the  main 
lintel  is  a  frieze  of  primitive  chimes  where  two  men 
are  striking  an  octave  of  bells  while  age  and  youth 
listen  to  the  melody.  The  vaulted  ribs  of  the 
ceiling  are  gathered  into  a  boss  showing  the  Goddess 
of  Plenty  holding  a  cornicopia  overflowing  with 
fruits  and  flowers  of  Florida's  hospitality.  The 
floor  is  patterned  in  colored  ceramics  with  a  further 
allegory  of  Sanctuary  life  and  planting.  This  centers 
about  the  builder's  traditional  star  afound  which  the 
Tower  is  oriented.  Besides  the  bell  chamber  which  is 
on  the  seventh  level,  the  Tower  contains  two  copper 
steel  tanks  with  a  capacity  of  thirty- thou sand 
gallons  used  for  watering  the  Sanctuary.  The  Tower 
is  surrounded  by  a  moat  spanned  by  marble  bridges 
with  delicately  massive  iron  gates,  in  front  lies 
a  typical  Florida  Lagoon  in  which  the  reflection 
of  the  tall  stone  shaft  is  mirrored. 

The  Sanctuary  Bells,  one  of  the  largest 
carillons  yet  cast,  is  tuned  on  the  "Taylor  True 
Harmonic  System"  and  is  noted  for  its  perfection 
of  tone.  It  consists  of  71  bells  and  covers  a  range 
of  four  and  one  half  octaves,  whose  scale  is  en¬ 
tirely  chromatie  from  the  largest  bell's  note,  which 
is  E  flat.  The  Bourden  bell,  also  known  as  the  tenor 
bell,  weighs  approximately  twenty- three  thousand 
pounds,  while  the  smallest  bell  weighs  but  eleven 
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pounds.  The  aggregate  weight  of  all  the  hells 
is  123,789  pounds.  The  metal  of  which  they  are 
cast  is  an  alloy  of  best  sele&ted  copper  and  Eng¬ 
lish  block  tin,  but  the  distinction  and  fineness 
of  the  Carillon  lies  chiefly  in  its  tuning. 
Inscribed  on  the  Bourdon  Bell  is  the  dedication 
of  the  Carillon,  and  the  names  of  those  individuals 
and  firms  who  have  helped  to  create  the  Mountain 
Lie  Sanctuary  and  Singing  Tower. 

The  Sanctuary  has  an  area  of  53  acres 
entirely  comprising  Iron  Mountain,  14  lakes  are 
visible  from  Sunset  Plateau  and  30  may  be  seen 
from  the  top  of  the  Tower.  Two  Sabal  palms  in 
the  Glade  by  the  northeast  pool  were  planted  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coolidge.  The  Etowah  marble  drink¬ 
ing  fountains  were  presented  to  the  Sanctuary  by 
the  school  children  of  Polk  county.  Near  the 
Exedra,  or  marble  seat,  a  token  of  Mr.  Bok's 
neighbors  of  Mountain  Lake,  a  slab  bears  this 
verse , 


"The  kiss  of  the  sun  for  pardon. 

The  song  of  the  birds  for  mirth  — 

One  is  nearer  God’s  heart  in  a  garden 
•  Than  anywhere  else  on  earth." 

Some  variety  of  flower  blooms  at  the 
Mountain  Lake  Sanctuary  (Bok  Tower)  ever-  month  of 
the  year,  and  in  the  "Garden  of  the  Resurrection" 
iris,  callas,  and  hybrid  amaryllis  bloom  in 
profusion,  being  at  their  best  in  early  spring. 
Porty-five  varieties  of  azaleas  afford  blossoms 
from  late  summer  until  early  May,  and  are  most 
resplendent  during  Pebruary  and  March,  and  are 
featured  among  the  340  varieties  of  herbaceous 
plants,  vines,  shrubs,  and  trees  found  in  the 
sane tuary. 

One -hundred -and- thirty  species  of  birds, 
(among  them  the  flamingo)  have  been  identified 
in  the  'Mountain  Lake  Sanctuary,  where  the  mocking 
bird  often  sings  to  the  accompaniment  of  the  bells. 

DUNDEE,  81.6  m.  (722  pop.)  is  a  citrus  growing  settlement 
having  a  large  fruit  packing  house  and  grapefruit  canning  plant 
The  exclusive  citrus  nurseries  of  the  Glenn  St.  Mary  Nursery 
Company  are  here. 

At  81.-6  m.  (L)  is  a  junction  with  a  county  road.  Por 
six  miles  V/.  the  highway  is  of  ancient  asphalt  but  is  in  fair 
condition.  This  portion  of  the  drive  passes  around  numerous 
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small  lakes,  and  by  many  landscaped  gardens. 

Ti^KE  ELBERT ,  87.6  m.  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  lakes 
in  the  Winter  Haven  vicinity.  It  is  bordered  with  large 
trees  of  ountain  ebony,  and  is  a  favorite  spot  for  swimmers 
and  picnickers. 

At  88.4  m.  fL)  is  a  junction  with  county  road  narked 
"Gyppess  Gardens." 


Left  on  county  road  is  FLORIDA  CYPRESS 
GARDEES  5.8  m.  situated  at  the  eastern  terminus 
of  a  canal- joined  chain  of  seventeen  lakes. 
(Admission  25c/)  This  beautiful  and  unusual  spot 
of  natural  beauty  may  also  be  reached  by  boat, 
through  a  series  of  lakes  bordered  by  citrus 
groves,  banana  plantations,  thickets  of  bay  and 
arches  of  palm. 

Here  a  cypress  swamp  has  been  converted 
into  a  wonder-land  of  nature.  Canals  are  spanned 
by  bridges  supported  by  the  matched  trunks  of 
crooked  oaks;  water  lilies,  hyacinths,  and  iris 
grow  in  wild  profusion,  and  bordering  the  walks  of 
"pecky"  cypress  blocks  are  glowing  hedges  of 
gardenias,  camellia  japonicas,  azaleas,  and  virtual 
ly  all  common  and  wild  flowers  grown  in  Florida. 

Lake  Eloise  is  glimpsed  in  the  distance 
sparkling  through  feathery  palms  and  brooding 
cypress.  Dative  ferns  and  trailing  vines  drape 
the  virgin  growth  of  white  trunked  cypress,  and  the 
fragrant  bay  and  holly. 

On  one  of  these  jungle  paths  is  a  cold  and 
silent  still  —  once  bubbling  with  the  joy  of  life 
but  now  rendered  dead  and  impotent  through  the 
civilizing  efforts  of  the  developers.  On  this 
same  path  is  the  famous  "wishbone  tree".  This 
huge  oak  grows  parallel  to  the  ground  for  some 
thirty  feet  before  rising,  and  it  is  said  that  a 
wish  made  while  sitting  on  its  curved  trunk  will 
come  true  wL  thin  a  year.  This  tradition  is 
disputed  by  some  visitors  —  for  the  still,  still 
stands  cold  and  silent. 

Rising  from  the  lake  to  higher  ground,  and 
past  an  uptilted  rock  garden,  are  moss  ladened  oak, 
hickory  and  pine  that  extend  to  the  club  huuse  of 
Mediterranean  design. 

This  building  is  a  haven  of  rest  for  the 
tram  ers  through  miles  of  gardens,  who  at  last 
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arrive  here  exhausted  end  are  revived  by  a  spot 
of  tea  or  an  a  la  carte  luncheon. 

Cypress  Gardens  are  also  a  refuge  and  a 
sanctuary  for  little  feathered  visitors.  The 
"bird  lover,  if  he  proceeds  cautiously,  can  see 
many  shy  woodland  inhabitants  industriously 
stalking  insects  or  scooping  up  the  furtive  frog. 

The  Florida  Cypress  Garddns  have  been 
developed  by  an  association  of  Einter  Haven 
residents,  wl  th  R.  D.  Pope  as  president  of  the 
corporation.  The  gardens  are  open  throughout  the 
ye  ar. 

7.IHTEH  HAVE H,  89.2  m.  (5,527  pop.)  is  the  largest  citrus 
shipping  center  in  Polk  County.  (See  Tour  B — ) 

At  89 . 4  m,  (R)  is  an  intersection  of  Central  Ave.  and 


US  17. 

At  95.4  m.  (L)  is  a  junction  of  US  17  and  US  92.  This 
is  a  very  dangerous  junction.  CAUTION. 

AUBURRDALE,  97.5  m.  (2,808  pop.  )  is  located  on  Lake 
Ariana.  (See  Tour  A) 

LAKELAND ,  109.1  m. 


/ 
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POINTS  OP  INTEREST  SECTION 

1.  CIVIC  CENTER ,  municipally  owned,  nearly  surrounds  lake 
Mirror  and  consists  of  city  buildings,  parks,  promenades 
and  recreational  courts.  Massachusetts  Ave.  bordeLrs  the 
west  side  of  the  Center,  Orange  St.,  the  south  side  and  lake 
St.  the  east.  'I'he  area  is  approximately  40  acres. 

lake  Mirror  contains  18  acres  and  if  Main  St.  Y/ere 
projected  due  east  it  would  divide  the  lake  into  about  equal 
parts.  Main  St.  curves  north  however,  and  the  margin  of 
the  lake  between  the  street  and  the  v/ater  is  a  landscaped 
bord.er  of  sloping  greensward,  palm  trees  and  shrubbery.  The 
western  shore  of  the  lake  is  a  picturesque  bluff  running  up 
a  half  a  hundred  feet  above  the  Y/ater. 

The  abutment  of  Main  St.  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  Mirror 
is  supported  by  an  artistic  retaining*  Y/all,  2  0  feet  high. 

This  v/all  slopes  in  eixher  direction  to  the  level  of  the 
promenade  along  the  lake  side,  and  is  crowned  with  balustrade 
at  intervals  along  v/hich  are  ornamental  lamp  posts.  In  its 
central  facade  below  is  an  arcade  of  five  arched  entrances 
that  lead  to  rest  rooms  underneath  the  street  abutment. 

Betwwen  the  retaining  wall  and  the  lake  is  a  broad 
promenade  with  massive  steps  leading  downv/ard  to  a  boat 
landing  at  the  water's  edge.  Two  massive  Corinthian 
columns  crowned  with  artistic  light  clusters  are  here. 

The  promenade  extends  around  the  south  side  of  the  lake  to 
Main  St.  on  the  east  where  it  juts  into  the  water  in  a  form 
of  a  crescent  and  descends  by  steps  to  a  boat  lending. 
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At  night  the  numerous  lights  encircling  lake  Mirror 
with  their  even  more  expansive  reflections  mirrored  upon  the 
water  beneath  presents  a  dazzling  scene.  By  day  American 
flags  streaming  in  the  breeze,  add  their  touch  of  color  and 
beauty  to  an  altogether  majestic  scene. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  lake  and  facing  Massachusetts 
Ave.  are  the  ^ity  Hall,  the  City  auditorium,  the  combined 
Central  Pire  Station  and  Police  Headquarters.  These 
buildings  are  shaded  by  oak  trees  and  are  surrounded  by  well 
kept  lawns  and  shrubbery.  The  south  side  of  Lake  Mirror 
has  been  developed  as  a  park  with  shaded  walks  bordered  by 
flowers  and  trees,  and  benches  conveniently  placed  to  invite 
enjoyment  of  the  restful  beauty  of  the  place.  The  Spanish 
type  American  legion  Memorial  building  and  the  City 
Recreation  Center  are  located  in  this  area.  The  Recreation 
Center  provides  lighted  facilities  for  roque ,  lawn  bowling, 
shuffleboard  and  tennis. 

There  are  32  dmffleboard  courts,  4  clay  tennis  courts, 
and  two  concrete,  (three  of  these  are  well  lighted  for  night 
playing),  3  roque  courts,  1  croquet  court  and  two  full  sized 
lawn  bowling  greens.  There  are  also  other  tracts  available 
to  children  for  playgrouhds .  There  is  a  club  hoz.se  of 
Spanish  design  and  a  band  stand  here.  Club  house  has  rest 
room  and  three  rooms  with  facilities  for  indoor  games. 
Recreational  facilities  are  open  until  10  P.M. 

MUM  PARK,  Lakeland's  first  center  of  recreation  and  named 
in  1884  for  A.  G.  Munn,  lakeland's  founder,  has  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  being  a  park  that  has  seen  a  modern  city  grow  around 
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One  block  in  area,  and  facing  the  busiest  street  in 
Lakelgnd  it  offers  the  comfort  of  tall,  oaks,  fragrant 
camphor  trees  and  sheltering  palms.  Flower  edged  walks 
traverse  the  lands  of  this  miniature  park  and  lead  to  the 
fountain  and  pool  with  its  many  colored  gold-fish;  or  t  o  the 
monument  erected  in  1910  by  the  Daughters  of  the  Conf edera.cy. 

MUiji  Park  contains  also  a  band  stand,  two  horseshoe 
pitching  rinks  and  many  tables  for  the  convenience  of  card 
and  checker  players.  During  the  winter  season  this  park  is 
thronged  with  visitors  stmning  themselves  cn  '■the  green 
benches  facing  Main  Street  and  Kentucky  Ave. 

5.  ADA I A  EAHK,  a  60-acre  tract  is  one  mile  north  of  Lakeland. 
The  new  Morrell  Memorial  Hospital,  an  Armory,  Swimming  pool, 
community  house  and  big  league  BeLI  J?ark  are  all  in  tie  park 
area. 

The  HE'//  MORRELL  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL  is  a  modern  and 
imposing  structure  in  buff  stucco.  Containing  77  rooms, 

4  operating  rooms,  guest  and  dining  rooms,  the  hospital  is 
well  equipped  with  the  latest  scientific  apparatus,  including 
Xray.  The  hospital  has  a  staff  of  20  visiting  physicians. 
Hearby  is  the  Nurse's  E0me  accommodating  50  nurses. 

The  ARMORY  is  of  frame  and  steel  construction,  is  two 
stories  high  with  roof  of  rigid  asbestos.  The  building  is 
70  by  86  feet  in  area.  The  first  floor  consists  of  offices, 
class  rooms,  and  squad  rooms,  the  second  floor  is  an  assembly 
room  and  is  used  also  for  recreational  purposes.  The  build¬ 
ing  is  occupied  by  Battery  D.  116th  Field  Artillery,  Florida 
National  Guards. 
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The  Lakeland  Swimming  Pool  was  one  of  the  most 
outstanding  projects  in  the  city.  It  is  of  the  "straw  hat" 
type,  measuring  50  x  150  feet  with  the  greater  part  above 
ground.  xhere  is  a  promenade  around  the  top  of  the  pool, 
and  dressing  rooms,  showers,  and  filtration  -  chlorination 
plant  a me  under  the  promenade  on  the  ground  level. 

Outer  walls  are  of  brick  with  stucco  on  the  outside. 

All  of  the  steel  for  reinforcing  was  fabricated  on  the  job. 

On  the  south  side  is  a  child’s  wading  pool  with  a  maximum 
depth  of  ten  inches.  All  grounds  surrounding  pools  are 
landscaped  and  terraced. 

The  section  south  of  the  pool  is  the  park  proper,  with 
landscaped  grounds,  and-  winding  canals  spanned  with  rustic 
bridges,  combining  to  form  a  spot  of  natural  beauty.  Two 
commodious  guest  houses  offer  recreational  facilities  end 
comfort  to  visitors. 

In  the  south-western  part  of  Adair  Park  are  two  diamond 
ball  fields  equipped  with  flood  lights  for  night  games,  ihe 
athletic  field  is  on  the  extreme  south-western  end.  It  is 
enclosed  within  a  concrete  wall,  where  there  is  a  concrete 
grandstand  accommodating  3,500  spectators.  The  Detroit 
Tigers  of  the  American  League  train  here  in  the  spring  and 
offer  many  exhibition  games  with  other  Big  League  teams 
wintering  in  the  south.  Grounds  are  well  lighted  for  night 
playing. 

4.  ELKS  PARK  embraces  several  acres  in  the  Shore  Acres 
subdivision  one  and  one -half  miles  east  of  town.  It  extends 
from  US  92  north  to  Lake  Parker  and  lies  between  Interlachen 


Driveways  "being  dedicated  to  the  public  as  a  park  inthe 
platting  of  that  subdivision.  Its  improvement  and  use  has 
been  assigned  to  the  Elks  Lodge  by  the  city,  and  it  is 
marked  by  a  bronze  elk  facing  US  92. 

5.  LAKELAND  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  erected  in  1927  is  municipally 
owned  and  situated  on  the  north  bank  of  Lake  Morton.  A 
beautiful  vista  of  the  rolling  hills  to  the  scufch  is  seen 
from  the  Library  steps.  The  Library  itself  is  a  small 
but  ornate  building  in  Mediterranean  style  surrounded  by 
landscaped,  terraced  lawns  adorned  with  shrubbery  and 
flowers.  This  Library  is  one  of  the  five  State  Depositories  f 
for  publications  of  the  government.  In  addition  to  this  it 
contains  nearly  11,000- volumes  of  classics,  reference  works, 
and  current  fiction.  There  are  also  150  magazines  and 
papers  available  to  the  public  in  its  reading  rooms.  The 
Library  is  open  from  1  to  9  P.M.  on  Mondays  and  Fridays;  from 

1  to  6  P.M.  on  Tuesdays,  Uednesdsys  and  Thursdays  and  from 
9  A.M.  to  6  P.M.  on  Saturdays. 

6.  FLORIDA  SOUTHERN  COLIEGE,  founded  in  1885,  at  Lakeland, 

I's  a  co -educational  institution  of  higher  learning  with  an 
average  enrollment  of  600  students,  who  represent  approximate¬ 
ly  20  states  and  12  church  denominations.  There  are  24 
departments  of  instruction  at  the  school  and  the  40  men  and 
women  who  compose  the  faculty  are  committed  to  a  program  of 
individual  edmation  for  the  individual  student  (See  Education 
Section ) . 

Florida  Southern  is  probably  the  only  college  in  the 
United  States  that  has  a  fifty-acre  citrus  grove  for  a 
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campus.  The  trees  here  are  not  only  things  of  "beauty  "but 
have  a  practical  value  as  well,  for  the  citrus  (deep  rooted 
in  the  soil  of  ancient  Indian  mounds)  bears  an  abundant  harvest, 
and  contributes  to  the  income  of  the  school. 

The  Go  lege  was  founded  by  the  Florida  Methodist 
Conference  and  established  at  Leesburg  in  1886  ,  where  the 
institution  remained  until  1896,  when  it  was  moved  to  Suther¬ 
land,  (now  Palm  Harbor  on  the  We st  Coast.  )  It  remained  at 
this  point  until  1921  when  a  fire  destroyed  the  dormitory  for 
women  and  the  administration  building.  During  a  two  weeks 
recess,  temporary  buildings  were  erected  at  Clearw&ter  Beach 
and  classes  were  continued  there  for  a  year  and  a  half.  In 
the  meantime  several  cities  in  the  state  invited  the 
Conference  to  locate  the  co  lege  at  their  respective  sites 
and  a  rather  lively  contest  ensued  which  finally  resulted  in 
Lakeland  being  chosen  as  the  new  home  of  Southern.  Classes 
opened  in  Lakeland  in  1922. 

The  three  story  red  brick  dormitoiy  for  women  erected 
that  year  and  recently  given  the  name  of  Joseph  Reynolds  Hall, 
is  now  used  as  a  resident  hall  for  first-year  students.  On 
the  first  floor  are  the  administrative  offices,  the  department 
of  music,  the  infirmary  and  a  large  drawing  room  for  formal 
occasions. 

Edge  Memorial  Hall,  another  red  brick  structure  erected 
in  19;.2  contains  the  library,  class  rooms,  home  economics 
department  science  laboratories,  dining  room  and  kitchen. 

A  period  of  expansion  began  with  the  election  of  Dr.  Ludd  M. 
Spivey  to  the  pres  idency  in  1925.  Under  his  administration 
the  school  became  free  from  debt  and  was  given  a  liberal 
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endowment.  A  .^150,000  dormitory  and  class  room  'building 
was  erected  in  1936  and  designated  as  Allen  Spivey  Hall,  in 
memory  of  the  small  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ludd  M.  Spivey. 

The  new  brick  structure  is  three  stories  high,  the  first 
floor  containing  21  class  rooms,  the  second  and  third  floors 
are  used  as  dormitories  for  140  women  students.  In  the 
south  wing  is  a  semi-basement  which  is  used  as  assembly  room 
and  recreation  hall.  The  campus  V.'alk  of  Honor  in  front  of 
the  dormitory  for  women  includes  an  engraved  stone  for  the 
most  outstanding  member  of  each  senior  class  since  the  college 
was  founded.  Members  of  the  faculty  make  the  selection  each 
year  by  ballot. 

Students  have  many  extra-curricular  activities  such  as 
dramatic  clubs,  journalistic  societies,  glee  clubs,  honorary 
and  social  sororities  and  fraternities.  More  than  70 %  of 
PI  or  i  da.  Southern  students  take  part  in  intramural  sports 
during  the  year.  The  sports  include  basket  ball,  tennis, 
archery,  and  canoeing.  A  new  brick  gymnasium  on  Southern 
field  offers  adequate  physical  education  facilities. 

Plorida  week  at  Southern  is  an  annual  campus  celebration 
held  in  March.  The  occasion  brings  together  man  and  women  of 
national  prominence  who  center  their  attention  on  a  definite 
theme  chosen  several  months  in  advance.  It  includes  the 
selection  of  an  honorary  chancellor  in  accordance  with  an 
English  custom.  Alumni,  and  many  other  friends  return  in 
large  numbers  for  this  most  elaborate  campus  event  of  the  year. 

Beside  offering  courses  during  the  regular  college  year 
which  begins  in  September  and  ends  in  May,  Plorida  Southern 
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conducts  a  summer  school  which  “begins  about  June  15th  and 
continues  until  about  August  31st.  This  summer  session  is 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  Florida  education  as  it  has 
enabled  over  one  thousand  Florida  teachers  to  receive 
additional  scholastic  credits  during  their  vacations. 

Florida  Southern  College  is  a  member  of  the  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools,  an  affiliation 
that  guarantees  full  recognition  of  credits  by  all  standard 
institutions  of  learning.  Florida  Southern  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Association  of  American  Colleges  and  the  American 
Council  on  Education. 

HAT  I  OH  AL  HOME  OF  THE  UHITEL  CAAPEHTESS  AHD  JOINERS  OF  AMEAICA, 
four  and  a  half  miles  north  of  Lakeland  (See  Tour  A)  is  an 
outstanding  point  of  interest  in  Florida.  Operated  by  the 
United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners,  it  affords  a 
home  for  members  who  have  been  in  good  standing  for  thirty 
years.  All  expenses  of  the  occupants  are  paid  by  the 
brotherhood. 

The  property  of  the  home  contains  1,950  acres,  1,000  of 
which  are  planted  in  bearing  orange  trees.  The  elaborate 
buildings  are  on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Gibson  facing  a 
wooded  park,  7/hile  to  the  east  and  south  are  the  fairways  of 
the  18  hole  golf  course  maintained  by  the  home.  This  course 
is  open  to  the  public  with  a  fee  of  75 j  a  day. 

The  beautifully  landscaped  park  is  in  a  natural 
setting  and  interspersed  among  among  the  oaks  and  pines  are 
tables  and  benches  for  outdoor  recreation,  shuffleboard  courts 
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and  horseshoe  pitching  rinks.  Adjoining  the  park  and 
edging  the  lake  are  roque  and  lawn  howling  courts. 

'The  vast  reach  of  lake  Gibson  (largest  lake  in  vicinity) 
extends  to  the  north,  making  an  ideal  fishing  ground  for  the 

occupants  of  the  home.  A  large  dock  provides  accomodation  for 
the  many  boats  of  the  members. 

The  main  building,  three  stories  in  height,  is  of 
modified  mission  style  finished  in  cream  stucco.  The  ground 
plan  forms  a  capital  letter  "A"  with  the  closed  side  to  the 
front.  Prontage  is  355  feet  long  and  each  of  the  three  wings 
extends  240  feet  from  the  front  with  flowers  and  shrubs 

f 

decorating  the  intervening  courts.  The  main  entrance  is  near 
the  center,  with  the  lounge  opening  upon  the  doorway.  This 
room  is  .52  byl30  feet  and  is  furnished  in  mission  with  red 
leather  upholstery.  At  the  right  of  the  lounge  is  the  dining 
room  seating  800.  Most  of  the  floor  space  in  the  middle  is 
occupied  by  the  auditorium  which  seats  900.  The  auditorium 
is  equipped  for  sound  pictures,  has  a  pipe  organ  and  a  stage. 

At  the  right  of  the  auditorium  is  the  library  completely 
equipped  with  current  fiction  and  magazines.  To  the  left  of 
the  entrance  a  corridor  leads  from  the  lounge  to  the  offices 
of  the  superintendent.  On  this  corridor  are  the  barber  shop 
and  guest  rooms.  Tbe  first  floor  of  the  north  wing  is 
divided  into  bedrooms  of  the  occupants.  The  second  and  third 
floors  are  also  the  rooms  of  the  members,  with  one  section 
being  devoted  to  the  infirmary. 

In  the  rear  of  the  main  building  are  two  one-story 
buildings  in  mission  style  which  house  the  power  and  light 
plant,  water  supply  plant,  laundry,  and  dry  cleaning  plant. 


Page  90 
PEC 


The  home  maintains  its  own  dairy  herd,  gardens  and 
utility  plants,  and  occupants  are  not  expected  to  take  part 
in  the  operation  of  any  of  its  facilities. 

Visitors  to  the  home  are  admitted  only  on  week-days 
from  2  to  4  P.LL  No  admission  is  charged. 

LAK..LANP  AIRPORT.  This  municipally  owned  airport  is  second 
to  none  in  the  South.  Covering  an  area  of  213  acres  on  the 
shore  of  Lake  Parker,  it  has  an  eight-way  field  and  is  adapted 
to  the  use  of  "both  land  and  sea  planes.  The  field  is  equipped 
with  flood-lights,  boundary  lights  and  a  directional  with 
letters  28  feet  high,  hearing  the  sign  "Lakeland”.  North  and 
south  hound  planes  of  t  he  National  Airline  System  stop  here 
daily.  An  all-steel  fire-proof  hangar  sufficient  to 
accommodate  22  average  planes  stands  on  the  central  west  side 
of  the  Airport. 

Nearby  is  the  attractive  office  of  the  manager.  It 
contains  office  and  waiting-room  as  well  as  A  radio  room 
equipped  with  modern  equipment,  such  as  teletype,  telephone, 
and  radio  phone  transmitter  and  receiver.  In  addition,  there 
is  a  complete  set  of  weather  instruments  here  with  five 
weather  observations  being  given  daily.  All  radio  work  is  on 
a  24-hour  service. 

The  Airport  Grill,  adjacent  to  the  hangar,  is  a  retaurant 
for  the  convenience  of  plane  passengers  and  the  many  visitors  of 
the  port. 

9.  HA1DEMAN -ELDER  AIRFIELD  is  a  municipally  owned  and  managed 
property  four  miles  southeast  of  Lakeland  on  State  Road  2. 
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The  field  was  established  shortly  after  the  attempted  trans- 
Atlantic  flight  of  George  Hal  deman  and  Birth  Elder  in  1927  and 
was  named  in  their  honor,  Lakeland  being  the  home  of  both  of 
them. 

10.  OLD  CITY  HALL,  is  fit  the  intersection  of  Main  St.  and 

PI  or  i  da  Ave.  It  is  a  substantial  red  brick  building  and  now 

is  assigned  to  use  of  the  Lakeland  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  Tourist  Club.  In  addition  to  being  information  center, 
facilities  are  provided  here  for  games,  dances  and  public 
meetings. 

11.  OLD  MOBEELL  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL,  225  South  Missouri  Ave.  , 
is  a  substantial  brick  building ,  named  in  memory  of  Mrs.  P.A. 
Morrell  who  devised  the  site  to  the  city  of  Lakeland  for 
hospital  purposes.  In  recent  years  the  city  has  permitted 
the  various  Federal  projects  to  establish  offices  here. 

12.  LAKELAND  YACHT  AND  COUNTRY  CLUB ,  at  the  southwestern 
margin  of  Lake  Hollingsworth.  Originally  constructed  by 
promoters  of  Cleveland  Heights  subdivision,  has  recently  been 
taken  over  by  the  municipality  and  has  been  leased  to  the 
local  organisation  whose  name  it  bears.  The  club  hcuse  is  an 
attractive  building  with  ample  ball  and  banquet  rooms.  The 
city  has  reserved  the  Tourist  Club  the  use  of  the  building 

on  special  occasions. 

The  Yacht  Club  is  the  scene  of  the  TTinter  Regatta  held 
annually  in  February.  This  event  is  of  national  prominence 
especially  to  out-board  motor  enthusiasts.  In  1957  four  world 
records  were  broken  in  the  races  held  here.  The  Regatta  is 
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seen  from  any  point  on  Lake  -^ollingsworth  Drive  which 
completely  encircles  the  lake. 

The  LAKELAND  SAIL  AND  MOT  ORB-OAT  CLUB,  a  related 
organization  has  a  small  club  house,  docks  and  boating 
facilities  adjacent  to  the  yacht  club.  (Boats  for  hire  at 
25^  an  hour ) 

East  of  the  club  house  is  FRANCIS  BEACH,  the  oldest 
pavilion  for  dancint,  swimming  and  boating  in  Lakeland. 

13.  THE  CLEVELAND  HEIGHTS  GOLF  COURSE,  lying  south  of  Lake 

Hollingsworth  is  a  municipally  owned  18-hole  course.  (Public 
admitted,  fee  ^1*00  a  day)  Conveniently  near  the  lake  is 

a  commodious  club  house  equipped  with  the  usual  facilities. 

An  unusual  feature  about  the  building  is  the  large  hearth  and 
fireplace  in  the  lounge  room. 

14.  SOROSIS  CLUB  HOUSE,  situated  on  the  eastern  diore  of 
Lake  Morton  and  facing  the  lake,  this  beautiful  little  club 
house  is  constructed  of  tapestry  brick  in  Mediterranean  style. 
Inside  furnishings  are  in  sich  elaborate  style  that  the  Sorosis 
has  often  been  termed  the  most  expensive  club  house  for  its 
size  in  the  state.  House  includes  an  attractive  lounge, 
rooms  for  resident  matron.  Directors  room,  sun  room,  kitchen, 
and  an  auditorium  with  a  capacity  of  400. 

15.  WOMANS  CLUB,  This  dignified  structure,  set  back  among 
large  oaks  and  terraced  gardens,  is  on  the  north  shore  of 
Lake  Morton.  In  addition  to  being  furnished  in  an  elaborate 
manner,  the  club  room  contains  many  antiques  and  objects  of 
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16.  HOSE  KELLER  HOME,  at  802  South  Pennsylvania  avenue, 
formerly  a  sanitarium  of  Doctor  F.  B.  Keller  and  his  wife 
Hose,  was  given  hy  them  to  the  Childrens'  Home  Society  of 
Florida  and  is  now  the  Polk  county  branch  of  that 
institution.  The  parent  institution  uses  it  as  a  receiving 
home  for  children  committed  to  its  eustody.  The 
distinguishing  feature  of  the  home  is  the  child  placement 
program  which  is  supported  entirely  by  voluntary  contributions. 

The  Home  can  accommodate  50  children  and  usually  has  a 
full  quota.  Between  150  and  200  children  are  cared  for  each 
year.  The  Home  is  under  the  care  of  experienced  matrons 
and  the  organization  is  characterized  by  a  lack  of  the 
institutional  atmosphere. 

Hose  Keller  Home  conforms  to  the  standards  of  the  Child 
Welfare  League  of  America  and  is  licensed  and  inspected  by 
the  State  Board  of  Social  Welfare. 


CHHONOLOGY 


1883,  December  15,  Town  was  named  "lakeland*' . 

1884,  January '22,  Railroad  from  Kissimmee  to  Tampa  completed. 

1885,  January  1,  By  a  vote  of  22  to  12  lakeland  waW- incorporated 
1885,  lakeland1  s  first  school  building  erected. 

1885,  Tremont  Hotel  built. 


1885, 

October  15,  Gala  day  in  Lakeland  celebrating  opening  of 
railroad  from  Pemberton  Perry  to  Lakeland. 

1886, 

Presbyteriand  erected  church  on  South  Tennessee  avenue. 

1886, 

Baptists  erected  church  on  North  Plorida  Ave. 

1886, 

Lakeland’s  first  bank  opened  for  business. 

1887, 

Marsh  Seedless  Grapefruit  perfected. 

1887, 

Yellow  fever  scare  in  Lakeland. 

1887  , 

April,  Lakeland  Lodge  Ho.  91,  P.&  A.M.  organised. 

1888  , 

Methodist  erected  church  on  South  Kentucky  avenue. 

1891, 

May  26,  Lakeland  lighted  with  electricity  for  first  time. 

1894, 

December  27,  Temperature  of  18  degrees  in  Lakeland. 

1895 , 

Pebruary  8,  Date  of  Plorida’ s  "big  freeze". 

1897, 

October  4,  School  building  and  contents  burned. 

1898, 

March,  Abraham  G.Hunn  donated  Munn  Park  to  city. 

1898, 

May,  6,000  Spanish  7/ar  troops  encamped  in  Lakeland. 

i G9Gr 

May  18,  Joab  Collins,  white  citizen  killed  by  Hegro  soldi- 

arsV“' 

1901, 

November,  Park  Trammell  elected  mayor. 

1901,  December,  City’s  first  telephone  system  installed. 

1902,  January,  State  Bank  of  lakeland  established. 

1903,  Incandescent  lights  installed  in  residential  section. 
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1903, 

1904, 
1904, 
1904, 
1904, 

1904, 

1905, 
1905  , 

1906, 
1908, 
1908, 
1910, 

1910, 

1911, 

1912, 
1912, 
1912, 

1912, 

1913, 
1913, 
1913, 

1913, 

1914, 
1914, 
1914, 
1914, 
1914, 


November,  U.C.V.  organized  in  Lakeland  with  J.A.Cox 
commander. 

February  10,  Fire  destroyed  two  blocks  in  heart  of  city. 
May  11,  Fire  destroyed  Adams  Block,  Pine  and  Kentucky. 
City  purchased  electric  light  plant. 

September  24,  John  W.  Trammell,  Lakeland's  first  mayor, 

aied. 

December,  First  Baptist  church  dedicated. 

February,  City's  first  deep  well  drilled. 

Lakeland's  first  motion  picture  shown. 

January  1,  Destructive  fire  Main  street  west  of  Tenn.Ave. 
March  25-27,  Polk  County  Fair  held  in  Lakeland. 

October  22,  Herron  Theatre  opened  with  home  talent. 

Board  of  Trade  ,  ’ or  gani zed. 

June  3,  Confederate  monument  in  Munn  Park  unveiled. 
February  12-24,  Lakeland's  first  Chautauqua  held. 

March  1,  Installation  of  sewerage  system  in  Lakeland  begun 
May  1,  Free  mail  delivery  inaugurated  in  Lakeland. 

July,  Grace  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  opened. 

November  15,  Jesse  Keen,  pioneer  citizen  of  Lakeland, died 
February,  Appropriation  of  §75,000  for  Lakeland  Post  Office 
March  21,  First  bricks  in  street  paving  program  laid. 
October,  Commission  form  of  municipal  government  adopted. 
City  Hall  built  of  brick  at  Main  and  Florida. 

February, 7,  Lakeland's  white  way  was  opened. 

Mrs.  F. A. Morrell  died,  devising  hospital  site  to  city. 
September  14,  Franchise  granted  to  Florida  Gas  Company. 
November  23,  National  Guards  organized  in  Lakeland. 

December  1,  Twenty-fourth  Reunion  of  U.C.V.  held  in 
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1915,  lake  Mirror  site  for  light  and  water  plant  purchased. 

1916,  June  21,  Lakeland's  National  Guards  left  for  Black  Point. 

1916,  August  11,  Morrell  Memorial  Hospital  opened. 

1916,  October  2,  National  Guards  left  Black  Point  for 
Mexican  border. 

1917,  March  17,  National  Guards  mustered  for  service  in 
World  War. 

1918,  Pebruary  1,  Atlantic  Coast  line  Hailway  station  burned. 

1918,  April  13,  Elks  Home  formally  opened. 

1918,  Notary  Club  organized. 

1918,  October  13,  Churches  of  city  closed  account  of 
influenza  epidemic. 

1920,  March  29,  lakeland  Mfg,  Co.,  and  Steam  Laundry  destroyed 
by  fire. 

1922,  May  25,  Corner  stone  of  first  Southern  College  building 
laid. 

1922,  August  1,  City  government  changed  to  Commission-Manager 

form. 

1922,  Kiwanis  Club  and  Sorosis  Ciub  organized. 

1923,  December  15,  Carpenters'  Home  tract,  1950  acres  purchased 

1924,  October  2  0,  lakeland  Terrace  Hotel  opened. 

1924,  December  30,  City  limits  extended  to  embrace  30  square 
mil  es. 

1925,  November  1,  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Ch  rch  dedicated. 

1927,  October  11,  Haldeman  and  Elder  tra ns -Atlantic  flight 
attempted. 

1928,  July  4,  Civic  Center  dedicated. 

1928,  September  29,  National  Convention  Brotherhood  of 
Carpenters,  held  in  Lakeland. 

1928,  September  30,  Carpenters'  Home  dedicated. 

1934,  October  12,  lakeland  Municipal  Airport  formally  opened. 

1935,  Work  on  armory  begun. 

1935,  November  2,  New  Plorida  Hotel  formally  opened. 
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1936,  May,  Senator  Park  Trammell  died. 

1936,  May  15,  Lair  eland  Broadcasting  Station,  WLAK,  opened. 
1936,  ITew  Catholic  "brick  church  built. 
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